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ANALYSIS

Health Care & Wellness Committee

HB 1186
Brief Description:  Expanding the situations in which medications can be dispensed or delivered 

from hospitals and health care entities.

Sponsors:  Representatives Parshley, Rule, Low, Reed, Ramel, Macri, Obras, Farivar, Doglio, 
Fosse, Ormsby, Salahuddin, Bernbaum and Hill.

Brief Summary of Bill

Authorizes hospitals and health care entities to dispense or distribute 
medications in additional circumstances.

•

Hearing Date:  1/24/25

Staff: Kim Weidenaar (786-7120).

Background:

Hospitals. 
A hospital may allow prepackaged emergency medications for patients being discharged from 
the emergency department to be prescribed by practitioners with prescriptive authority and 
distributed by these practitioners and registered nurses when: 

community pharmacies and outpatient hospital services are not available within 15 miles 
by road;

•

in the judgment of a practitioner and consistent with hospital policies, the patient has no 
reasonable ability to reach a local community or outpatient pharmacy; or

•

when a patient is identified as needing HIV postexposure prophylaxis (PEP) drugs or 
therapies.

•

 
A hospital may only allow this practice if the director of the hospital pharmacy develops policies 
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and procedures regarding: 
the types of emergency medications to be prepackaged;•
the preparation of the emergency medications by, or under the supervision of, a 
pharmacist; 

•

the criteria under which prepackaged emergency medications may be prescribed and 
distributed; 

•

the training requirements for staff; •
the maintenance of prescriptions; •
the storage of the medications; and •
patient counseling on the medications. •

 
In addition, the policies must establish a limit of a 48-hour supply of emergency medications, 
except when:

a community pharmacy or the hospital pharmacy will not be available within 48 hours; or•
antibiotics or HIV PEP drugs or therapies are required.  •

 
"Emergency medication" is defined as any medication commonly prescribed to emergency 
department patients.
 
Health Care Entities.
In order for a health care entity to purchase, administer, dispense, and deliver legend drugs and 
controlled substances, the health care entity must be licensed by the Department of Health.  
Health care entities may only administer, dispense, or deliver legend drugs and controlled 
substances to patients who receive care within the health care entity and in compliance with the 
rules of the Pharmacy Commission.  A health care practitioner, in carrying out his or her licensed 
responsibilities within a health care entity, is not prohibited from dispensing or delivering to a 
patient of the health care entity, drugs for that patient's personal use in an amount not to exceed 
72 hours of usage.
 
"Health care entity" is defined as an organization that provides health care services in a setting 
that is not otherwise licensed by the state to acquire or possess legend drugs.  Health care entity 
includes a freestanding outpatient surgery center, a residential treatment facility, and a 
freestanding cardiac care center.  It does not include an individual practitioner's office or a multi-
practitioner clinic, regardless of ownership, unless the owner elects licensure as a health care 
entity.
 
Anti-infectives.
Anti-infectives are not defined in state law but are generally to be considered medications that 
work to prevent or treat infections, they include antibiotics, antivirals, antifungals and 
antiparasitic medications.
 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus Post-Exposure Prophylaxis.
Human immunodeficiency virus PEP is used when an HIV-negative person believes that they 
may have been exposed to HIV.  Human immunodeficiency virus PEP consists of taking HIV 
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medications once or twice a day for 28 days to prevent becoming infected and must be started 
within 72 hours of possible exposure.

Summary of Bill:

Hospitals.
A hospital may dispense more than a 48-hour supply of a prepacked emergency medication 
when: 

community or hospital outpatient pharmacy services will not be available within 48 hours; •
anti-infectives or HIV PEP drugs or therapies are required; or •
drugs or therapies are packaged directly by the manufacturer in quantities larger than a 48-
hour supply.

•

 
The authorization allowing hospitals to dispense prepackaged emergency medications to patients 
being discharged from a hospital emergency department when community or outpatient hospital 
pharmacy services are not available within 15 miles by road, is modified to specify that it is 
within 15 miles within Washington, by road. 
 
"Manufacturer" is defined as a person, corporation, or other entity engaged in the manufacture of 
drugs or devices.
 
Health Care Entities.
The prohibition on a health care provider dispensing or delivering to a patient of the health care 
entity drugs for a patient's personal use not to exceed a 72-hour limit, is modified to create three 
exceptions.  The three exceptions to the 72-hour limit are when:

community or hospital outpatient pharmacy services will not be available within 72 hours; •
anti-infectives or HIV PEP drugs or therapies are required; or•
drugs or therapies are packaged directly by the manufacturer in quantities larger than a 72-
hour supply.

•

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 14, 2025.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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