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HB 1393
Brief Description:  Providing public school students with opportunities for cultural expression 

at commencement ceremonies.

Sponsors:  Representatives McEntire, Morgan, Stonier, Simmons, Thai, Bergquist, Taylor, 
Springer, Wylie, Pollet, Ormsby, Hill and Santos.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires school districts, charter schools, and state-tribal education 
compact schools to permit students to wear one item or object of cultural 
significance at high school commencements and other official graduation 
ceremonies and events.

•

Hearing Date:  2/13/25

Staff: Damian Morden-Snipper (786-7296) and Ethan Moreno (786-7386).

Background:

By statute, school districts set rules for student dress codes, but districts may not prohibit 
students from wearing clothing associated with their religion.  In addition, students who are 
members of federally recognized tribes may wear traditional tribal regalia or objects of Native 
American cultural significance along with or attached to a gown at graduation ceremonies or 
related school events.

Summary of Bill:

School districts, charter schools, and state-tribal education compact schools (schools) must 
permit students to wear one item or object of cultural significance with or attached to their gown 
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at high school commencements and other official graduation ceremonies and events.  The item or 
object must be befitting of the ceremony or event and adhere to applicable decorum requirements 
of the schools.  Schools may prohibit an item that is likely to cause substantial disruption or 
interfere materially with a high school commencement or other official graduation ceremony or 
event.  
 
Statutory provisions related to the wearing of traditional tribal regalia or objects of Native 
American cultural significance by students who are members of a federally recognized tribe are 
not modified or otherwise affected.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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