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C156L 25
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Concerning approval of electric utility wildfire mitigation plans.

Sponsors. House Committee on Environment & Energy (originally sponsored by
Representatives Dent, Reeves, Springer and Hill).

House Committee on Environment & Energy
Senate Committee on Environment, Energy & Technology
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:

Wildfire Mitigation Plans.

Each investor-owned electrical company must review and adopt a wildfire mitigation plan
and provide it to the Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC) to review and confirm
whether the plan contains the recommended elements. Each investor-owned electrical
company must review, and revise if necessary, its wildfire mitigation plan every three
years. Aninvestor-owned utility may pursue recovery of costs and investments associated
with awildfire mitigation plan through a proceeding to set rates at the UTC.

Each investor-owned utility must also provide a copy of its wildfire mitigation plan to the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), along with alist and description of wildland fires
involving utility equipment over the previous two years as reported by the DNR. The
wildfire mitigation plan must be submitted to the Utility Wildland Fire Prevention Advisory
Committee (Advisory Committee) to be posted on the Advisory Committee's website.

Utilities and Transportation Commission.

The UTC is athree-member commission appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Senate. The UTC regulates the rates, services, facilities, and practices of investor-owned
utilities and transportation companies, including electrical companies, natural gas
companies, and telecommunications companies.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Utility Regulatory Fees.

The UTC isfunded through fees assessed to regulated companies based on their annual
intrastate gross revenues. Under current law, every electric, natural gas,
telecommunications, wastewater, and water company regulated by the UTC must pay afee
equal to 0.4 percent of itsintrastate gross operating revenues in excess of $50,000. The
UTC may, by rule, set minimum fees that do not exceed the cost of collecting the fees. The
UTC may aso waive any or al minimum fees.

Utility Wildland Fire Prevention Advisory Committee.
The Advisory Committee advises the DNR on issues including:

* providing aforum where electric utilities, the DNR, and other state fire suppression
organizations can identify issues and develop solutions for wildfire prevention and
risk;

« fire mitigation specifically related to electric utilities transmission and distribution
networks, identification of best management practices, electric utility infrastructure
protection, and wildland fire suppression and response; and

* establishing joint public communications protocols among members of the Advisory
Committee, and other entities, to inform residents of potentia critical fire weather
events and the potential for power outages or disruptions.

The Advisory Committee produces a report every three years that addresses implementing
and updating a model agreement for managing vegetation adjacent to utility rights-of-way
and implementing and updating recommendations related to communication between the
DNR and utilities. The Advisory Committee develops recommendations for strengthening
state agency coordination of wildland fire risk reduction, prevention, and suppression and
posts electric utility wildfire mitigation plans on its website.

Recommended Elements for Utility Wildfire Mitigation Plans.
The DNR recommends a format and list of elements to be included in an electrical utility
company's wildfire mitigation plan. The recommended elements include:
* vegetation management along transmission and distribution lines and near associated
equipment;
* infrastructure inspection and maintenance repair activities, schedules, and
recordkeeping; and
* identification of appropriate widths for vegetation management and rights-of-way,
including the consideration of fire-resistant vegetation alternatives.

Summary:

Wildfire Mitigation Plans.
An investor-owned electrical company must file awildfire mitigation plan with the UTC.
In reviewing awildfire mitigation plan, the UTC:
» must approve or reject the company's wildfire mitigation plan within 120 days of the
filing of the plan, or within 90 days of filing for a plan update;
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» must hold at least one workshop that involves local fire protection districts, utilities,
affected landowners, and groups representing utility customers prior to approving the
plan;

» may consult with groups representing federal, tribal, state, or local governmental
entities, utilities, industry organizations, and utility customers;

» may recommend or require additional elements or practices to be included in the
company's plan and may make modifications to the plan that the UTC finds are a
reasonable balancing of mitigation costs with the resulting reduction of wildfire risk;

* must issue an order explaining any modifications and describe the nature of the
UTC's consultations with third partiesin its order approving a plan; and

» must collect areasonable fee from the electrical company.

The UTC must adopt rules for procedures and standards regarding vegetation management
that include guidelines for determining fair market landowner compensation when it is
appropriate, public safety power shutoffs and service restoration, pole materials, circuitry,
and monitoring systems.

An electrical company must update its wildfire mitigation plan at least every three years and
provide a copy of its wildfire mitigation plan and updates to the DNR and the Advisory
Committee. The UTC and the state are not liable for the implementation of a utility's
wildfire mitigation plan.

The requirement that each investor-owned electrical company provide the DNR with alist
and description of wildland firesinvolving utility equipment for the previoustwo yearsis
repealed.

Other Provisions.
The UTC must collect areasonable fee from a utility for the purposes of approving plans or
updates.

Provides that the Legidlature intends that the act relates to planning only and does not create
or alter any cause of action or alter the burden of proof in any cause of action.

Voteson Final Passage:

House 97 O
Senate 48 O

Effective: July 27, 2025
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