HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 1647

As Reported by House Committee On:
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Title: An act relating to establishing surface mine reclamation permit fees.

Brief Description: Establishing surface mine reclamation permit fees.

Sponsors. Representative Springer; by request of Department of Natural Resources.
Brief History:

Committee Activity:
Agriculture & Natural Resources. 2/11/25, 2/19/25 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

* Increases surface mine reclamation permit fees.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 6 members. Representatives Reeves, Chair;
Morgan, Vice Chair; Bernbaum, Nance, Richards and Springer.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 4 members: Representatives Dent, Ranking
Minority Member; Engell, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Orcutt and Schmick.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 1 member: Representative
McClintock.

Staff: Lily Smith (786-7175).
Background:

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) regulates surface mine reclamation in
Washington for the purpose of restoring landscape and environmental conditions after
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mining. Persons engaging in surface mining activities must have an approved
reclamation plan and a reclamation permit issued by the DNR and must pay permit
application fees and annual permit fees.

The application fee for a new reclamation permit, for the expansion of an existing permitted
mine, or for the combination of existing public or private reclamation permits, is $4,500.
The fee for arevision to an application for an existing reclamation plan is $2,500. The
annual fee for all permit holdersis $2,000.

Certain smaller county mines used for public works projects are subject to lower annual
fees. County mines under 7 acres that are used exclusively for public works projects have a
fee cap of $1,000. County mines under 7 acres with 1993 county populations under 20,000,
that are used primarily for public works projects, do not have to pay afee.

Summary of Bill:

Surface mine reclamation permit fees are increased as follows:

* for revision of an existing reclamation permit or reclamation plan, the fee isincreased
from $2,500 to $4,500;

« for public or private permit holders, the annual fee isincreased from $2,000 to
$3,500;

« for al public permit holders for mines used exclusively for public works projects, the
annual feeis $2,500; and

* the fee cap and the exemption for certain smaller county mines used for public works
projects are eliminated.

Within 60 days of receipt, the DNR must advise applicants for permit or plan revisions of
any information necessary to complete the application.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
(In support) Thisis agency request legislation and the people responsible for these fees are

in favor of increasing them. There are over 850 permitted surface mines that produce
materials for our infrastructure. A fee structure was established in 2017 with bipartisan
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support and has not been increased since. The DNR does not take fee increases lightly, but
they are necessary at this point for the DNR to continue to administer this program. The
same amount of agency resources are used for the regulation of mines of different sizes.
This program is necessary for producers to continue to provide these products under this
program. The advisory committee on this subject worked over the interim to consider
different proposals and this bill is the result of that work.

(Opposed) None.
Persons Testifying: Representative Larry Springer, prime sponsor; Cory Shaw,
Washington Aggregates and Concrete Association; and Pat Sullivan, Department of Natural

Resources.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.

House Bill Report -3- HB 1647



