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Brief Description: Concerning social housing public development authorities.

Sponsors. Representatives Reed, Scott, Berry, Simmons, Parshley, Gregerson, Peterson, Street,
Hill and Macri.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Authorizesthe state or alocal government to assist a social housing
public development authority in the planning, construction, or operation
of housing projects under the Housing Cooperation Law.

Hearing Date: 2/6/25
Staff: Serena Dolly (786-7150).
Background:

Public Development Authorities.

Cities and counties may form public corporations, commonly referred to as public devel opment
authorities (PDAS), to assist in federal grant administration, enhance government efficiency and
services, or improve urban living conditions. PDASs have broad statutory authority to perform
any lawful public purpose or public function but cannot undertake a function that the creating
city or county could not lawfully perform. Although PDAs may be created for a general
purpose, they are often created for a specific project or undertaking. The city or county creating
the PDA must oversee its operations and funds, and PDAs are subject to general laws regulating
local governments, including requirements related to state audits, open meetings, and ethics.

Housing Cooperation Law.
The Housing Cooperation Law provides procedures for the state and local governments to assist
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public housing authorities in the planning, construction, or operation of housing projects.
Assistance may include:
 granting, leasing, or selling property or easements,
 providing services, funding, loans, or in-kind support;
 providing infrastructure or recreational facilities in connection with a housing project; and
* granting exceptions from zoning, building regulations, or ordinances.

The governing body of the state or local government is authorized to exercise the powers
provided under the Housing Cooperation Law by resolution.

Summary of Bill:

Social housing PDAs are defined as a public corporation created for the purpose of developing,
maintaining, and operating subsidized and cross-subsidized rental housing that is made available
to households of any income level and publicly owned in perpetuity. Subsidized means the use
of afinancial contribution to reduce the rent for low-income households. Cross-subsidized
means the rate of rents for high-income households support lower rates of rents for low-income
and moderate-income households.

The state or alocal government may assist a social housing PDA in the planning, construction, or
operation of housing projects under the Housing Cooperation Law. The executive of the state or
local government, rather than the governing body, is authorized to exercise the powers provided
under the Housing Cooperation Law.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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