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Brief Description:  Establishing a review process before the state noxious weed control board 

may list certain agricultural crops as noxious weeds.

Sponsors:  Representatives Dent and Dye.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires guidelines for including plants on the State Noxious Weed List 
to prohibit listing certain crops as noxious weeds before a public hearing 
is conducted on workgroup recommendations.

•

Hearing Date:  2/14/25

Staff: Rebecca Lewis (786-7339).

Background:

Noxious weeds are plants that when established are highly destructive, competitive, or difficult 
to control by cultural or chemical practices.  The State Noxious Weed Control Board (Board) 
must annually adopt a State Noxious Weed List and guidelines for placing plants on the list. 
 
There are three classes of noxious weeds:

Class A noxious weeds are noxious weeds not native to Washington and of limited 
distribution, or are unrecorded in Washington, but could cause a serious threat if 
established. 

1. 

Class B noxious weeds are non-native plants of limited distribution in a region of the state 
that could cause a serious threat in that region. 

2. 

Class C weeds are all other noxious weeds.3. 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The guidelines for placing plants on the State Noxious Weed List must include criteria for 
reconsidering proposed new species not adopted by the Board, including any need for additional 
scientific data regarding invasive and noxious qualities of the proposed new species and from 
existing positive economic benefits, before taking action.  Once a State Noxious Weed List is 
adopted, County Weed Boards must select weeds identified on the state list for inclusion on the 
local noxious weed list for that county.

Summary of Bill:

The guidelines for listing plants on the State Noxious Weed List that the State Noxious Weed 
Control Board (Board) adopts annually must prohibit the listing of agricultural crops as noxious 
weeds before the board receives and conducts a public hearing on recommendations provided by 
a workgroup convened by the Department of Agriculture.  At a minimum, the workgroup must 
include affected agricultural producers and one member of the Board.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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