FINAL BILL REPORT
EHB 1874

C194L 25
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Requiring training for cosmetologists, barbers, estheticians, and hair
designers on the care, styling, and treatment of textured hair.

Sponsors. Representatives Morgan, Entenman, Reeves, Hill, Donaghy, Reed, Street, Berg,
Taylor, Scott, Thomas, Ryu, Thai, Salahuddin, Berry, Gregerson, Parshley, Doglio, Nance,
Caldier, SSmmons, Peterson, Macri, Obras, Pollet, Zahn, Ormsby and Duerr.

House Committee on Postsecondary Education & Workforce
Senate Committee on Labor & Commerce

Background:

The Department of Licensing (DOL) regulates cosmetology, barbering, esthetics, hair
design, and the instructors of these professions. The DOL issues licenses to practice these
professions, and ensures compliance with professional standards and laws.

A barber license allows the cutting, trimming, arranging, dressing, curling, shampooing,
shaving, and mustache and beard design of the hair of the face, neck, and scalp. A
cosmetology license allows all these practices and, in addition, allows the following
practicesinvolving chemicals: permanent waving, relaxing, straightening, bleaching,
lightening, and coloring. The license also allows waxing and tweezing, and some of the
practices permitted for manicurists and estheticians. An esthetician license allows for skin
care for compensation using products, devices, and techniques such as cleansing,
conditioning, exfoliation, light peels, wraps, and pore extraction. It also includes temporary
hair removal by waxing, threading, tweezing, and chemical methods, as well as eyelash and
eyebrow treatments like extensions, tinting, and lightening. 1t does not include
administering injections. A hair design license allows for the arranging, dressing, cutting,
trimming, styling, shampooing, permanent waving, chemical relaxing, straightening,
curling, bleaching, lightening, coloring, mustache and beard design, and superficial skin
stimulation of the scalp.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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To be igible for these licenses, an applicant must pass an exam and meet the following
training requirements for school curriculum or apprenticeship curriculum:

School Curriculum Apprenticeship Curriculum
Cosmetol ogists 1,600 hours 2,000 hours
Barbers 1,000 hours 1,200 hours
Estheticians 750 hours 800 hours
Hair Designers 1,400 hours 1,750 hours

The specific content and breakdown of these minimum training requirements are
established in rule by the DOL. While the DOL rules specify various skills and theoretical
knowledge that students must acquire—such as hair cutting, styling, chemical treatments,
and scalp analysis—they do not explicitly mention training on different hair types, such as
straight versus curly hair, or hair characteristics across different races. Thefocusinruleis
on general techniques and services without specific reference to diverse hair textures or
cultural hair practices.

Summary:

In establishing curriculafor the training of cosmetologists, barbers, estheticians, and hair
designers, the DOL must include training on the care, styling, and treatment of textured hair
which must include:

* techniquesfor cutting, styling, and chemically treating textured hair;

* instruction on products and tools specifically designed for textured hair;

* best practices for hair health and scalp care for clients with textured hair; and

* cultural competency and historical education on the significance of textured hair in

diverse communities.

The number of training hours required under these licensesis not increased.

Textured hair is defined as hair that, rather than lying straight, naturally has a distinct shape
or pattern such as cails, curls, kinks, spirals, or waves.

Voteson Final Passage:

House 92 5
Senate 37 11 (Senate amended)
House 88 7 (Houseconcurred)

Effective: March 1, 2026
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