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Environment & Energy Committee

HB 1947
Brief Description:  Reducing satellite management agency requirements for simple group B 

public water systems.

Sponsors:  Representatives Engell, Springer, Ley, Schmick, Abell and Couture.

Brief Summary of Bill

Allows new Group B public water systems to not be owned or operated 
by a satellite system management agency if the water system meets 
certain requirements.

•

Hearing Date:  2/17/25

Staff: Matt Sterling (786-7289).

Background:

Drinking Water System Regulation.
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) is the federal law that ensures the quality of drinking 
water supplied by public water systems serving at least 15 connections or 25 individuals.  Under 
the SDWA, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identifies drinking water 
contaminants to be regulated, sets standards for drinking water quality, and oversees the states, 
localities, and water suppliers who implement those standards.  The SDWA requires water 
systems to take actions to protect drinking water sources, deliver water that meets maximum 
contaminant levels established by EPA regulation, and undertake other measures as needed to 
ensure that water delivered to customer taps does not contain high levels of certain contaminants.
 
Under the SDWA, state regulatory agencies are the regulators generally responsible for 
implementing drinking water standards and for direct oversight of the operation of public water 
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systems.  Any state-adopted drinking water regulations must be no less stringent than the federal 
drinking water regulations adopted by the EPA.  The Department of Health (DOH) implements 
the state's drinking water program mandated by the federal SDWA and state laws.  The DOH 
may establish standards for allowable concentrations of chemical contaminants which constitute 
a threat to public health.
 
Public Water Systems.
Under state law, public water systems are divided into either Group A or Group B systems. 
 Group A systems are public water systems that meet one of three criteria:

feature 15 or more service connections;•
serve an average of 25 or more people per day for at least 60 days a year, regardless of the 
number of service connections; or

•

serve 1,000 or more people for two consecutive days.•
 
Group B systems encompass all other public water systems.  Local health jurisdictions may 
adopt and implement their own Group B system regulations, so long as they are no less stringent 
than the rules set forth by the DOH.  When a public water system is determined by the DOH or 
local health department to be out of compliance with water quality standards, the water system 
owner must take action to bring the water system into full compliance to abate an immediate 
public health threat.
 
Satellite System Management Agencies.
The Secretary of the DOH adopts rules establishing criteria for designating individuals or water 
purveyors as qualified satellite system management agencies.  A satellite system management 
agency is a person or entity that is certified by the Secretary to own or operate more than one 
public water system on a regional or countywide basis, without the necessity for a physical 
connection between such systems.  The criteria establishes minimum standards for designation as 
a satellite system management agency qualified to assume ownership or operation of an existing 
or proposed public water system. 

Summary of Bill:

New Group B public water systems are not required to be owned or operated by a satellite 
system management agency unless the water system:

is required to provide treatment to meet water quality standards; •
provides fire flow;•
has atmospheric storage; or•
serves 10 or more service connections.•

 
The local health jurisdiction may adopt more stringent satellite management system 
requirements.

Appropriation:  None.
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Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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