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Brief Description:  Concerning aviation assurance funding in response to wildland fires.

Sponsors:  Representatives Dent, Springer, Ryu, Engell, Low, Simmons, Richards, Barnard, 
Keaton, Reed, Dye, Reeves, Shavers, McClintock, Thai and Graham.

House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources
House Committee on Appropriations
Senate Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background:

The Aviation Assurance Funding Program (program) provides state aviation resources to 
local fire departments in limited circumstances.  The program requires the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) to use suppression funding, subject to availability, to assist local 
fire departments with aerial response during initial attacks meeting certain parameters.  
Local fire departments must:

have entered into a response agreement with the DNR;•
provide documentation of specific personnel training; and•
make direct requests to the appropriate coordination center.•

 
Aviation assets used in the initial attack must come from a list of private contractors 
approved by the DNR on certain agreements, based on the DNR's annual review of needs.
 
The DNR must provide information to the Legislature in an annual report regarding 
program usage, lessons learned, and recommendations for future improvements.  The DNR 
must annually consult with the State Fire Defense Committee, fire service representatives, 
and the State Fire Marshal's Office to review the program performance and upcoming 
aviation needs.
 
The authorizing legislation for the program expires July 1, 2027. 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary:

The expiration date of the legislation creating the program is repealed, making it permanent.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 94 0

Senate 47 0

Final Passage Votes
Effective: June 11, 2026
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