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HB 2156
Brief Description:  Concerning the authority of investigators of the attorney general's office.

Sponsors:  Representatives Obras, Goodman and Leavitt; by request of Attorney General.

Brief Summary of Bill

Grants Attorney General's Office (AGO) investigators limited authority 
to investigate certain criminal activity.

•

Requires a judicially authorized search warrant before an AGO 
investigator has the authority to serve a search warrant on a business.

•

Prohibits AGO investigators from being armed or detaining or arresting 
individuals.

•

Hearing Date:  1/12/26

Staff: Martha Wehling (786-7067).

Background:

Concurrent Authority to Investigate or Prosecute Crimes.
The Attorney General has concurrent authority with a prosecuting attorney to investigate and 
prosecute crimes.  In order for the Attorney General to exercise this authority, a county 
prosecuting attorney, the Governor, or the Washington State Patrol's Organized Crime 
Intelligence Unit Oversight Committee must either request or concur in the Attorney General's 
exercise of that authority.
 
The Attorney General's Office's Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and People Cold 
Cases Investigations Assistance Unit (Unit) assists law enforcement agencies with cold cases.  
The Unit's assistance in criminal investigations is limited to the scope of the request from the law 
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enforcement agency with primary jurisdiction over the case, and the Unit must prioritize its 
assistance to jurisdictions that lack sufficient resources to investigate cold cases.
 
Limited Authority Washington Peace Officer.
A limited authority Washington peace officer is an officer for an agency, political subdivision, or 
local government that apprehends or detects persons committing infractions or violating traffic or 
criminal laws in subject areas limited to the agency's authority.  The 11 limited law enforcement 
agencies identified in statute are:  the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of 
Social and Health Services, the Gambling Commission, the Lottery Commission, the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, the Utilities and Transportation Commission, the Liquor and Cannabis 
Board, the Office of the Insurance Commissioner, the Department of Corrections, the Office of 
Independent Investigations, and the Department of Labor and Industries.
 
Authority to Execute a Search Warrant.
A general authority Washington peace officer may enforce traffic or criminal laws in certain 
circumstances, including when the officer is executing a search warrant.  A general authority 
officer is a full-time officer of a state or local government or agency whose primary function is 
violations of traffic or criminal laws.  The Washington State Patrol and the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife are general authority law enforcement agencies. 
 
The government's authority to conduct searches and seizures is limited by Article I, section 7 of 
the Washington Constitution.  As a general rule, a search may only be conducted pursuant to a 
warrant that is based on probable or reasonable cause.  A magistrate has the power to issue a 
search warrant that authorizes a police officer or another peace officer to enter property and 
search for evidence of a crime.

Summary of Bill:

When a county prosecuting attorney, the Governor, or the Washington State Patrol's Organized 
Crime Intelligence Unit Oversight Committee grants the Attorney General the concurrent 
authority to investigate or prosecute crimes, an Attorney General's Office (AGO) investigator's 
power to investigate crimes is limited to the authority of the granting entity. 
 
Before an AGO investigator can serve a search warrant on a business, the search must be 
authorized by a judicial officer.  An AGO investigator may only serve a warrant for business 
records to a business that has requested service at a physical location.
 
An AGO investigator does not have the power to detain or arrest and may not be armed.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 6, 2026.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
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passed.
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