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Local Government Committee

HB 2174
Brief Description:  Establishing accident risk zones.

Sponsors:  Representatives Klicker, Barnard, Stuebe, Schmidt, Connors, Eslick and Barkis.

Brief Summary of Bill

Authorizes counties, cities, towns, or the Department of Transportation 
to establish Accident Risk Zones.

•

Hearing Date:  1/21/26

Staff: Elizabeth Rehn (786-7129).

Background:

The Washington State Department of Transportation is a state agency responsible for the state's 
transportation network, including constructing, maintaining, and operating the state's 
transportation infrastructure network.

Summary of Bill:

The legislative body of a county, city, or town, or the Secretary of the Department of 
Transportation (DOT), may create an Accident Risk Zone (ARZ) identifying public roads where 
there have been a multitude of accidents to provide time for authorities to investigate and 
implement safety improvements in the designated areas.  With the approval of a city or town, a 
county may designate an ARZ that includes roadways that include public roads within the 
county, city, or town.
 
Prior to establishing an ARZ, the DOT, county, city, or town must hold a public hearing where 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.

Washington State  
House of Representatives  
Office of Program Research

HB 2174- 1 -House Bill Analysis



members of the public may view and comment on a map of the designated ARZ.
 
Once an ARZ is established, the establishing jurisdiction or the DOT must conduct an 
engineering and traffic investigation of the public roads in the ARZ to identify safety 
improvements.
 
The Washington State Patrol and local law enforcement agencies must coordinate increased 
enforcement of traffic laws within the ARZ in a manner intended to reduce accident risks.
 
A person who is found to have committed any traffic infraction relating to speed restrictions or 
an infraction associated with a vehicle collision within the ARZ must receive a monetary 
penalty, provided that signs stating that penalties double within the ARZ are posted.
 
One half of the penalty amount received must be deposited into an account created for the ARZ.  
Funds in the account may be used for engineering and traffic investigations, creation and 
installation of road signs, safety improvements, and increased law enforcement presence within 
the ARZ.
 
The ARZ must be dissolved once safety improvements have been implemented.  The ARZ may 
also be dissolved at the discretion of the city, county, or the DOT at the recommendation of the 
DOT, or by a petition of 10 percent of the property owners, residents, or business owners within 
the ARZ or an abutting property.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Preliminary fiscal note available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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