HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2174

As Reported by House Committee On:
L ocal Government

Title: An act relating to establishing accident risk zones.

Brief Description: Establishing accident risk zones.

Sponsors. Representatives Klicker, Barnard, Stuebe, Schmidt, Connors, Eslick and Barkis.
Brief History:

Committee Activity:
Local Government: 1/21/26, 1/23/26 [DPS].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

» Authorizes counties, cities, towns, or the Department of Transportation
to establish Crash Prevention Zones.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Majority Report: The substitute bill be substituted therefor and the substitute bill do pass.
Signed by 6 members. Representatives Duerr, Chair; Zahn, Vice Chair; Klicker, Ranking
Minority Member; Stuebe, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Griffey and Hall.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 1 member: Representative
Parshley.

Staff: Elizabeth Rehn (786-7129).
Background:

The Washington State Department of Transportation is a state agency responsible for the
state's transportation network, including constructing, maintaining, and operating the state's

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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transportation infrastructure network.

Summary of Substitute Bill:

The legidlative body of a county, city, or town, or the Secretary of the Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT), may create a Crash Prevention Zone (CPZ)
identifying public roads where there have been a multitude of collisions that have caused
serious injuries or fatalities to provide time for authorities to investigate and implement
safety improvements in the designated areas. With the approval of a city or town, a county
may designate a CPZ that includes roadways that include public roads within the county,
city, or town. A county may establish roadways managed by the WSDOT within a CPZ.
The WSDOT may establish a CPZ without the approval of a county, city, or town.

Prior to establishing a CPZ, the WSDOT, county, city, or town must hold a public hearing
where members of the public may view and comment on a map of the designated CPZ.

Once a CPZ is established, the establishing jurisdiction or the WSDOT must conduct an
engineering and traffic investigation of the public roads in the CPZ to identify safety
improvements.

The Washington State Patrol and local law enforcement agencies must coordinate increased
enforcement of traffic laws within the CPZ in a manner intended to reduce accident risks.

A person who isfound to have committed any traffic infraction relating to speed restrictions
or an infraction associated with a vehicle collision within the CPZ must receive a monetary
penalty of $73, provided that signs stating that penalties are increased within the CPZ are
posted.

The $73 penalty received must be deposited into an account created for the CPZ. Fundsin
the account may be used for engineering and traffic investigations, creation and installation
of road signs, safety improvements, and increased law enforcement presence within the
CPZ.

The CPZ must be dissolved once safety improvements have been implemented. The CPZ
may also be dissolved at the discretion of the city, county, or the WSDOT at the
recommendation of the WSDOT, or by a petition of 10 percent of the property owners,
residents, or business owners within the CPZ or an abutting property.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill:
The substitute bill authorizes the creation of crash prevention zones (CPZ) rather than

accident risk zones. A county, city, town, or the Secretary of the Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) may create a CPZ within their jurisdiction by
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identifying public roads where there have been a multitude of collisions that have caused
seriousinjuries or fatalities, rather than accidents. A county may establish roadways
managed by the WSDOT within aCPZ. The WSDOT may establish a CPZ without the
approval of acounty, city, or town. The monetary penalty assessed for traffic infractions
within CPZsis $73, rather than double the normal penalty assessed, provided that signs are
posted within the CPZ stating that penalties are increased. The $73 must be deposited into
the CPZ account, rather than half of the monetary penalty assessed. The CPZ account must
be administered and maintained by the jurisdiction in which the infraction occurred.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Preliminary fiscal note available. New fiscal note requested on January 23,
2026.

Effective Date of Substitute Bill: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the
session in which the bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) There have been lots of accidentsin WallaWalla and Franklin Counties. This
bill designates areas that are at high risk of accidents. Something needs to be done long
term to fix the problems on portions of Highway 395 and Highway 12. Accident risk zones
are temporary fixes and this bill will help in the short term to slow down the accidents.
There is acompanion bill in the Senate and this bill will have some language changes to
match. Cities do not want to incur additional liability. There needs to be some protection
from liability while roads are being fixed. Thislegislation is a step toward improving
roadways in Washington. It isagood way for municipalitiesto identify problem spots and
make things safer. It is appropriate to make people take more precaution.

(Opposed) None.

(Other) There may be some implementation challenges and there needs to be language
addressing risk. Thereis concern around the increased enforcement requirement that this
could lead to targeted enforcement of motorcycles.

Persons Testifying: (In support) Representative Mark Klicker, prime sponsor; Maria
Serra, Public Works Director for the City of Pasco; and Michael Robitaille.

(Other) Brad Tower, Washington Counties Risk Pool; Axel Swanson, Washington State
Association of Counties; and Larry Walker, A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian Enactments
of Washington.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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