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Brief Description: Concerning statewide food security.

Sponsors. Representatives Reeves, Gregerson, Doglio, Parshley, Ramel, Simmons, Peterson,
Obras, Santos, Scott, Thomas, Stonier, Morgan, Ormsby, Berg, Goodman, Thai, Farivar,
Fosse, Bergquist, Hill, Pollet, Donaghy, Bernbaum, Wylie and Zahn.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Addsfood security coordination and food system performance
monitoring to the powers and duties of the Director of the Department of
Agriculture (WSDA).

 Directsthe WSDA to develop a Statewide Food Security Strategy.

Hearing Date: 1/14/26

Staff: Rebecca Lewis (786-7339).

Background:

The Department of Agriculture (WSDA) oversees, manages, regulates, and supports avariety of
programs related to agriculture and food safety in the state. Programs administered by the
WSDA address animal and livestock health, commodity inspection, food safety, food assistance,
pesticide and fertilizer regulation, and business and marketing support.

Summary of Bill:

The Director of the Department of Agriculture (WSDA) must exercise all the powers and
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perform all duties necessary to monitor food system performance and coordinate statewide food
security, working collaboratively with other government agencies, tribes, nonprofit
organizations, research institutions, and industry experts with roles related to agricultural
resilience and food access.

The WSDA must develop a Statewide Food Security Strategy (Strategy). The Strategy must
define statewide food security in terms of food access, agricultural viability, and supply chain
resilience and develop a monitoring system for annually updating certain food system data across
these three indicators.

The strategy must also:

* identify opportunities to address state policy and regulatory barriers to food production and
supply chain coordination;

* establish a communication network and clarity of roles that support disaster response and
coordinated outreach to impacted producers and consumers;

* coordinate agency actions and awareness across the food system through a pro producer,
anti-hunger systems approach; and

* support nutrition education and food system literacy, enhance related research, and ensure
coordinated strategies for addressing gaps in food access due to supply or demand changes
in the hunger safety net.

In order to develop the Strategy, the WSDA must convene a variety of state agencies and
nonprofit hunger relief organizations and consult with other nonprofit, research, public sector,
and private sector experts on agricultural resilience and food access. The WSDA must notify
and engage federally recognized tribes regularly during development of the Strategy.

The WSDA must report the strategy to the Legislature by December 1, 2027.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 8, 2026.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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