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Brief Description: Concerning the delivery, execution, acceptance, and provisions of individual
storage space rental agreements and modifying the use of individual storage spaces after
notice of termination or nonrenewal of rental agreements.

Sponsors. Representatives Leavitt, Richards, Engell, Chase, Connors, Barkis, Bronoske,
Ormsby, Goodman and Barnard.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Authorizes electronic delivery and acceptance of self-service storage
facility rental agreements, including automatic acceptance of contracts
with occupant's continued use.

 Providesfor specific processes and timeframes for when an owner of a
self-service storage facility may deny accessto a storage unit or sell
stored personal property in the event of nonrenewal or termination of a
rental contract.

Hearing Date: 1/28/26

Staff: Megan Mulvihill (786-7304).

Background:

The Washington Self-Service Storage Facility Act (Act) regulates the renting and leasing of
individual storage spaces to occupants for the purpose of storing and removing personal property

on aself-service basis. The Act requires written rental agreements and establishes a regulatory
process for self-service storage facility ownersto place liens for unpaid rent.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Owners are alowed to deny occupants access to their rented units after six days of unpaid rent, if
specified in the rental agreement. When rent or other charges are unpaid for 14 days, the owner
has the right to terminate the rental or lease agreement and place alien on the personal property
stored in the unit. The owner must send the renter a"preliminary lien notice" of the amount due
and that alien may be placed on the stored property if the amount due remains unpaid for
another 14 days or more. If, after a date specified in the preliminary lien notice, the outstanding
balance is not paid, the owner may send a notice of final lien sale. This allows the owner to sell
the occupant's stored personal property either 14 days after notice of thefinal lien saleor a
minimum of 42 days after the date when unpaid rent or other charges were due, whichever is
later.

Summary of Bill:

A rental agreement may be delivered and executed electronically, as well as by hand delivery,
first-class mail, or email. If an occupant does not sign a delivered rental agreement, the
occupant's continued use of the storage space for more than 30 days from the date of notice
constitutes acceptance of the rental agreement with the same effect as if the agreement was
signed.

The rental agreement may contain a provision notifying the occupant of the owner'sright to
dispose of personal property remaining at the self-service storage facility more than five days
after the rental agreement's termination or nonrenewal.

An occupant may not use a self-storage facility after the owner has delivered a written notice of
the termination or nonrenewal of the self-service storage facility. The occupant must be given at
least 15 days after receipt of the notice to remove all personal property. Prior to the occupant's
removal of personal property, the owner may place reasonable restrictions on the occupant's use
of the self-service storage facility, including denying access except for the occupant to remove
personal property during the owner's office hours. The owner may dispose of any personal
property remaining at the self-service storage facility after the date provided in the written
notice.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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