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Brief Description:  Concerning middle housing in unincorporated areas.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Housing (originally sponsored by Representatives Bernbaum, 
Engell, Peterson, Reed, Leavitt and Gregerson).

House Committee on Housing
Senate Committee on Housing

Background:

Middle housing is housing that is compatible in scale, form, and character with a single-
family house, but contains two or more attached, stacked, or clustered homes.  A county 
that fully plans under the Growth Management Act may authorize middle housing on a 
parcel that permits single-family residences in a limited area of more intensive rural 
development (LAMIRD) or an urban growth area.  A county that allows middle housing in 
a LAMIRD is subject to certain requirements.  For example, the county must require that 
the middle housing be served by existing sewer services.

Summary:

Middle housing in limited areas of more intensive rural development (LAMIRDs) in rural 
counties must be served either by a publicly owned sanitary sewer system or a large on-site 
sewage system, which is defined as an on-site sewage system with a design flow between 
3,500 gallons per day and 100,000 gallons per day.  A rural county is defined as a county 
with a population density of fewer than 100 persons per square mile or a county smaller 
than 225 square miles.
 
Middle housing in LAMIRDs in nonrural counties may be served only by a publicly owned 
sanitary sewer system.

Votes on Final Passage:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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House 96 0

Senate 48 0

Final Passage Votes
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