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Brief Description:  Concerning early learning program licensing requirements.

Sponsors:  Representatives Eslick, Callan, Abbarno, Berry, Ryu, Dufault, Paul, Nance, Zahn, 
Doglio, Dent, Macri, Fosse, Bergquist, Thai and Bernbaum.

Brief Summary of Bill

Exempts part-day and school-day Early Childhood Education and 
Assistance Programs and Head Start Programs from Department of 
Children, Youth, and Family licensing requirements when the program is 
located in a public school building or on public school property.

•

 

Hearing Date:  1/16/26

Staff: Omeara Harrington (786-7136).

Background:

Child Care Licensing.
The Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) regulates child care licensing.  In 
general, it is unlawful for any person or business to provide child care services for a child outside 
the child's own home unless licensed by the DCYF.   The DCYF must maintain licensing 
standards that:

provide minimum licensing requirements;•
rely on the standards established in the Early Achievers quality rating and improvement 
system to address quality issues;

•

take into account the separate needs of family care providers, outdoor nature-based child •
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care providers, and child care centers; and
promote the continued safety of child care settings.•

 
Licenses issued by the DCYF must specify the category of child care that an entity is authorized 
to provide and the ages and number of children to be served.  To obtain an initial license, the 
applicant must complete a DCYF orientation and submit a license application that includes 
information about the applicant, information about the facility and staff, information about 
planned program operations, and required policies.  The DCYF may issue an initial temporary 
license when an applicant demonstrates compliance with health and safety requirements but is 
not in full compliance with all other requirements.  A full child care license remains valid as long 
as the licensee meets requirements for a nonexpiring license.  These requirements include:

submitting annual documentation and paying an annual licensing fee;•
continued compliance with all licensing rules; and•
submitting background checks as required.•

 
Certain persons and entities that provide child care are not subject to the DCYF licensing 
requirement.  This includes, for example:  relatives, parent cooperatives, programs operated by a 
school, seasonal camps, government-run programs, and programs licensed by tribes.  Nursery 
schools that are engaged primarily in early childhood education with preschool children are also 
exempt when no child is enrolled on a regular basis for more than four hours per day.
 
The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program and the Head Start Program. 
The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) is the state's no-cost 
preschool program, and Head Start is a federally funded no-cost preschool program.  Children 
are eligible for the ECEAP and Head Start when they are between the ages of 3 and 5 and meet 
certain household income requirements or have experienced specified risk factors.  Both the 
ECEAP and Head Start provide free early learning child care or preschool, family support, child 
health coordination and nutrition, and other responsive services.
 
The ECEAP performance standards require part-day programs to operate at least three hours per 
class day, at least 360 hours per year, for a minimum of 30 weeks per year.  A school-day 
program must operate a minimum of five and a half hours per class day, four or five days per 
week, and a minimum of 1,000 hours per year.  Head Start center-based programs must provide 
1,020 annual hours of planned class operations over the course of at least eight months per year 
for at least 45 percent of funded enrollment, which is about six hours per class day.  For 
remaining slots, a program must provide, at a minimum, at least 160 days per year of planned 
class operations if it operates for five days per week, or at least 128 days per year if it operates 
four days per week.  These classes must operate for a minimum of three and a half hours per 
class day.

Summary of Bill:

Early Childhood Education and Assistance Programs and Head Start Programs are not subject to 
licensing by the Department of Children, Youth, and Families, when they operate on a part-day 
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or school-day basis and are located in a public school building or on public school property.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 7, 2026.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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