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Brief Description: Concerning tuition waivers for children of eligible veterans.

Sponsors. Representatives Paul, Leavitt, Reed, Thomas, Doglio, Morgan, Reeves, Shavers,
Fosse, Donaghy, Bernbaum and Dufault.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Provides children of certain veterans eight years from the date of the
veteran's disability determination to use the tuition waiver for veterans
and National Guard members, if the determination of disability occurs
after the child turns 18 years old.

Hearing Date: 1/21/26
Staff: Elizabeth Rehn (786-7129).
Background:

State Tuition Waivers for Dependents of Eligible Veterans.

Institutions of higher education must waive all tuition and fees for the children and spouse or
surviving spouse of an eligible veteran or National Guard member who became totally disabled
from serving in active federal military or naval service, or who is determined by the federal
government to be a prisoner of war or missing in action, or who lost hisor her life as aresult of
serving in active federal military or naval service. For achild to receive the tuition waiver, the
child must be a Washington domiciliary between the ages of 17 and 26.

The Survivors and Dependents Education Assistance Program (DEA).
Chapter 35 of Title 38 U.S. Code is known as the Survivors and Dependents' Education and
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Assistance Program (DEA). The DEA Program offers education and training opportunities to
eligible dependents of Veterans who are permanently and totally disabled due to a service-related
condition, or who died while on active duty or as aresult of a service-related condition.

The program offers up to 45 months of education benefits if a person began using the program
before August 1, 2018. If a person began the program on August 1, 2018 or after, they have 36
months to use the benefits. These benefits may be used for degree and certificate programs,
apprenticeship, and on-the-job training as well as correspondence courses for spouses.

Children and Spouses Eligibility for DEA Benefits.

Eligible children and spouses can use DEA benefits without age or time limits if the event that
qualified them for DEA benefits occurred on or after August 1, 2023; or they turned 18 on or
after August 1, 2023; or they completed high school or received their GED after August 1, 2023.

Eligible children or spouses have age and time limits for using DEA benefitsif all the following
conditions are met: the event that qualified them for DEA benefits occurred before August 1,
2023; and they turned 18 before August 1, 2023; and they completed high school before August
1, 2023.

Eligible children's DEA benefits start at age 18 and they generally have 8 years to use the DEA
benefits.

Summary of Bill:

A child eligible for the tuition waiver based on a parent's total disability has eight years from the
date of the parent's disability determination to use the tuition waiver if the determination of
disability occurs after the child turns 18 years old.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 14, 2026.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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