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Title:  An act relating to the regulation of nursing.

Brief Description:  Concerning the regulation of nursing.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Health Care & Wellness (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Simmons and Macri).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Health Care & Wellness: 1/14/26, 1/23/26 [DPS].
Floor Activity:

Passed House: 2/16/26, 94-3.
Passed Senate: 3/5/26, 49-0.
Passed Legislature.

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Modifies the titles used by advanced registered nurse practitioners to 
reflect their practitioner type.

•

Allows certified registered nurse anesthetists who have not obtained 
prescriptive authority prior to July 1, 2026, to continue administering 
certain substances.

•

Removes the requirement that nursing license applicants provide nursing 
program transcripts to the Washington State Board of Nursing (Board). 

•

Allows the Board to directly issue interim permits.•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE & WELLNESS

Majority Report: The substitute bill be substituted therefor and the substitute bill do pass.
Signed by 16 members: Representatives Bronoske, Chair; Lekanoff, Vice Chair; Rule, Vice 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Chair; Schmick, Ranking Minority Member; Marshall, Assistant Ranking Minority 
Member; Valdez, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Davis, Engell, Macri, Manjarrez, 
Obras, Parshley, Shavers, Stonier, Stuebe and Thai.

Staff: Alison Ryan (786-7296)

Background:

Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner Titles. 
Advanced registered nurse practitioners (ARNP) are registered nurses with graduate 
education and national specialty certification to provide advanced levels of nursing.  They 
assume primary responsibility and accountability for the care of patients within their area of 
specialty.  The Washington State Board of Nursing (Board) licenses ARNPs and recognizes 
four specialty designations within that license:  (1) certified nurse practitioner; (2) certified 
nurse midwife; (3) certified registered nurse anesthetist; and (4) certified clinical nurse 
specialist.  Advanced registered nurse practitioners may use the titles "advanced registered 
nurse practitioner," "nurse practitioner," and "nurse," and the abbreviations "ARNP" and 
"NP."
 
On June 30, 2027, previously enacted legislation will take effect changing the ARNP title to 
"advanced practice registered nurse" or "APRN."
 
Administration of Controlled Substances by Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists.
Certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs) are a type of ARNP certified to administer 
anesthesia by the National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse 
Anesthetists.  Like other ARNPs, a CRNA may apply to the Board for prescriptive 
authority, which allows ARNPs to prescribe certain drugs after additional training in 
pharmacology.  A CRNA without prescriptive authority may still select, order, and 
administer controlled substances in a manner consistent with their scope of practice, subject 
to facility-specific protocols, and subject to a request by certain licensed health care 
providers.
 
Application Requirements for Nursing Licenses.
Applicants for a license to practice as a registered nurse, ARNP, or licensed practical nurse 
must submit the following materials to the Board:  an attested written application, an 
official transcript demonstrating graduation from an approved nursing program, and any 
other records specified by the Board.
 
Issuance of Interim Permits.
The Board may authorize the Department of Health (DOH) to issue an interim permit to a 
nursing license applicant.  The DOH must then issue the interim permit.  An interim permit 
allows an applicant to practice during the period of time between verification of the 
applicant's completion of their training program and receipt of licensing examination 
results.
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Summary of Substitute Bill:

Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner Titles.
All ARNPs may use the title "advanced registered nurse practitioner" and abbreviation 
"ARNP."  Each practitioner type may use the title of their specific designation and 
corresponding abbreviation:  certified nurse practitioner or CNP, certified nurse midwife or 
CNM, certified registered nurse anesthetist or CRNA, and certified clinical nurse specialist 
or CCNS.  A person not licensed as an ARNP may not use these titles.
 
Advanced registered nurse practitioners may also use the title "advanced practice registered 
nurse" or "APRN," which will become the license's official title pursuant to previously 
enacted legislation, effective June 30, 2027.
 
Administration of Controlled Substances by Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists.
Certified registered nurse anesthetists who have not obtained prescriptive authority prior to 
July 1, 2026, may continue to select, order, and administer controlled substances in a 
manner consistent with their scope of practice, subject to a request by certain licensed 
health care providers and to facility-specific protocols.
 
Application Requirements for Nursing Licenses.
Applicants for licensure as a registered nurse, ARNP, or licensed practical nurse no longer 
need to submit nursing program transcripts to the Board.
 
Issuance of Interim Permits.
The Board may issue an interim permit authorizing an applicant to practice registered 
nursing, advanced registered nursing, or licensed practical nursing during the period of time 
between verification of the applicant's completion of their training program and receipt of 
licensing examination results. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill contains multiple effective dates. Please see the bill.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This is a technical bill to align out of date terminology with current practice and 
national standards and to streamline regulatory changes.  The bill delineates between the 
four ARNP specialties, not all of whom are nurse practitioners.  The transcript-related 
changes would streamline the application process for applicants from Washington, and 
quality checks will be done at the program level.  The change to CRNA prescriptive 
authority would support automatic prescriptive authority for all new applicants, while 
allowing currently licensed CRNAs to continue their practice.  CRNAs increasingly select 
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prescriptive authority upon application.  The interim permit section is not commonly used, 
the change provides authority to the Board and some flexibility. 
 
(Opposed) None. 
 
(Other) There is concern that the bill as written would prevent current clinical nurse 
specialists who are not ARNPs from using that title.
 
This is the second time in three years that there has been legislation about advanced practice 
nursing titles.  Patients need consistency and recognition of the title of the provider they are 
seeing.  Current statute says that the performance of advanced levels of nursing is based on 
joint recognition by the medical and nursing professions, and this bill would remove that 
language.

Persons Testifying:  (In support) Representative Tarra Simmons, prime sponsor; Louise 
Kaplan, PhD, ARNP, FNP-BC, ARNPs United of Washington State; and Dr. Mary Sue 
Gorski, Washington State Board of Nursing.

(Other) Lisa Thatcher, Washington State Hospital Association; and Alex Wehinger, WA 
State Medical Association (WSMA).

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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