HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2432

As Reported by House Committee On:
Education

Title: An act relating to supporting public school students by improving their access to surplus
technology hardware.

Brief Description: Supporting public school students by improving their access to surplus
technology hardware.

Sponsors. Representatives Callan, Eslick, Hall, Zahn, Salahuddin, Pollet, Santos, Nance and
Reed.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Education: 1/20/26, 2/2/26 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

» Exempts school districts and educational service districts from public
notice requirements that generally apply for surplus property if selling or
granting surplus technology hardware to public school students.

* Providesthat school districtsthat sell or grant the surplus technology
hardware to students should prioritize the receipt of itemsto students
with the greatest need.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 16 members: Representatives Santos, Chair;
Shavers, Vice Chair; Keaton, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Bergquist, Callan,
Chase, Couture, Donaghy, Edlick, Ortiz-Self, Pollet, Reeves, Rule, Scott, Steele and
Stonier.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 3 members. Representatives

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Rude, Ranking Minority Member; Marshall and McEntire.
Staff: Ethan Moreno (786-7386).
Background:

When declaring books, equipment, materials, and relocatable facilities as surplus property,
school districts, educational service districts (ESDs), and other state or local government
agencies concerned with education must comply with public notice requirements before
disposing of the property.

The public notice requirements generally obligate the school districts, ESDs, and agencies
to serve notice in anewspaper of general circulation in the school district, and to any school
district or private school in the state that has requested notice. The notice must specify that
theitems are for sale, rent, or lease to school districts or approved private schools, at the
greater of either adepreciated cost or fair market value. Students who wish to purchase
surplus text books, however, have priority for doing so before school districts and private
schools. Thirty days after publishing the required notice and making the items available to
school districts and approved private schools, a school district or agency may sell any
remaining items to private persons or entities.

As an adternative to satisfying the public notice requirements, school districts and ESDs
may grant or loan surplus personal property to public entities, qualifying private entities, or
indigent persons, on the condition the property be used for the preschool through twelfth
grade education of members of the public, and that other requirements are met.

Summary of Bill:

School districts and educational service districts are exempted from public notice
requirements that generally apply for surplus property if they sell or grant surplus
technology hardware at a depreciated cost to public school students, aterm that includes
recent graduates. The sale or grant must be recorded in an agreement between the parties
that indicates the surplus technology hardware's depreciated cost, if any.

"Surplus technology hardware" is defined as computer laptops, tablets, and other electronic
devices or equipment issued by the public school to students for their use during a school
year.

School districts that sell or grant surplus technology hardware should prioritize the receipt
of items to students they have reasonably determined to have the greatest need. 1n making
these determinations, school districts may consider, among other factors, whether a
student's family qualifies for free or reduced-price meals or has an income at or below 185
percent of the federal poverty level at the time of the sale or grant.
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Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This bill isthe result of school district requests. Many students don't have
access to the same computer equipment they used while in high school. This equipment
could help students apply for jobs, complete college applications, and meet postgraduation
needs. The bill also intends for students that have been determined to be in need by school
districts to have access to the equipment at depreciated cost.

Every year school districts retire student laptops and tabl ets that no longer meet the rigors of
classroom use but remain reliable for use at home. Under current rules, school districts
don't have a path for getting surplus technology to students, but this bill fixes that. Most
students don't have access to a computer at home other than their phone and |aptops issued
by school districts. Thisbill allows school districts to turn surplus technology into student
opportunity.

Today's rules make it difficult for school districts to pass surplus technology on to students
that can still benefit from them. This bill respects local decision-making, supports the
responsible use of taxpayer dollars by extending the value of investments, and helps
students.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Representative Lisa Callan, prime sponsor; Martin Turney, | ssaquah
School District, Chief of Finance and Operations; and David S. Moon |1, Sultan School
District, Technology Director.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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