HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2468

As Reported by House Committee On:
Early Learning & Human Services

Title: An act relating to correcting terminology to align the revised code of Washington with
recent reorganization at the department of social and health services.

Brief Description: Correcting terminology to align the revised code of Washington with recent
reorganization at the department of social and health services.

Sponsors. Representative Lekanoff; by request of Department of Social and Health Services.
Brief History:

Committee Activity:
Early Learning & Human Services. 1/28/26, 2/3/26 [DPS].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

» Makes changes to statutory provisions that reference divisions within the
Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) in alignment with
organizational restructuring at the DSHS.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & HUMAN SERVICES
Majority Report: The substitute bill be substituted therefor and the substitute bill do pass.
Signed by 11 members. Representatives Bergquist, Chair; Cortes, Vice Chair; Eslick,
Ranking Minority Member; Burnett, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Bernbaum, Dent,
Goodman, Hill, Ortiz-Self, Penner and Taylor.
Staff: Omeara Harrington (786-7136).

Background:

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHYS) is an executive branch agency.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Historically, the DSHS housed six major administrations and divisions: the Aging and
Long-Term Support Administration (ALTSA), the Behavioral Health Administration
(BHA), the Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA), the Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation, the Economic Services Administration, and the Facilities, Finance, and
Analytics Administration (FFA).

In 2025 the DSHS reorganized under its Reimagine DSHS strategic initiative. Under its
reorganized structure, the DSHS eliminated three of its administrations and replaced them
with two consolidated administrations: the Home and Community Living Administration
(HCLA), and the Behavioral Health and Habilitation Administration (BHHA).

The HCLA combines the functions of the ALTSA with the contracted home and community
living program components of the DDA, including eligibility determinations, case
management, state plan services, nonentitlement waiver services, employment supports, and
long-term services and supports.

The BHHA comprises the functions of the BHA and certain components of the DDA. The
BHHA operates all 247 facility and residential settings, including state hospitals, state-
operated community residential programs, residential habilitation centers, residential
treatment facilities, and crisis services.

Reimagine DSHS also created the Finance, Technology, and Analytics Administration,
continuing the functions of the FFA and adding the responsibilities of the Technology and
Innovation Administration.

Summary of Substitute Bill:

Referencesto DSHS administrations that were eliminated during its agency restructuring
areremoved. The removed references are replaced with references to the DSHS in general,
to replacement administrations and their successor administrations, or to the component of
the DSHS that is responsible for the agency functions described under specific statutory
chapters.

Substitute Bill Compared to Original Bill:

The substitute bill reinstates two current law provisions, including the expiration date for
the Dementia Action Collaborative, and the requirement that the DSHS hire two permanent,
full-time employeesto regularly review and maintain the no-paid services caseload. Other
technical changes are made to update remaining obsol ete references, improve readability,
and harmonize provisions.
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Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date of Substitute Bill: The bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) Last year, the DSHS began a strategic initiative to reorganize the agency to best
meet the needs of clients. In the process, three agency administrations were dissolved and
two new administrations were created. Thisbill makes important corrections to replace
outdated references in the code. These changes are necessary to align statutes with the
current agency structure and to provide clarity for the DSHS.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Representative Debra L ekanoff, prime sponsor; Angela Ramirez,
Department of Social and Health Services, and Bea Rector, Department of Social and
Health Services.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.

House Bill Report -3- HB 2468



