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Brief Description:  Ensuring that work on fire protection sprinkler systems is performed by 

licensed contractors and certified fitters.

Sponsors:  Representatives Bronoske, Berry, Ormsby, Obras, Bernbaum, Fosse, Timmons, 
Zahn, Parshley, Hall, Cortes, Thomas and Donaghy.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires a contractor or fitter working on a fire protection sprinkler 
system to produce evidence of a license or certificate.

•

Requires the state Director of Fire Protection to investigate violations of 
contractor licensing and certification requirements.

•

Allows a local fire code official or the state Director of Fire Protection to 
issue a stop work order upon finding that a fire sprinkler system 
contractor or fitter is acting in violation of certain licensing and 
certification laws.

•

Allows a local fire code official or the state Director of Fire Protection to 
require the removal and replacement of a system when warranted by 
public safety.

•

Hearing Date:  1/20/26

Staff: Alison Ryan (786-7296).

Background:

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Fire Protection Sprinkler System Contractors. 
The state Director of Fire Protection (Director), formerly referred to as the state Fire Marshal, 
issues licenses and certificates to businesses and individuals performing design, installation, 
testing, and maintenance of fire sprinkler systems.  A fire protection sprinkler system is an 
assembly of underground or overhead piping or conduit beginning at the connection to the 
primary water supply, whether public or private, that conveys water with or without other agents 
to dispersal openings or devices to extinguish, control, or contain fire and to provide protection 
from exposure to fire or other products of combustion. 
 
A fire protection sprinkler system contractor (contractor) is a person or organization that offers to 
undertake the execution of contracts for the installation, inspection, maintenance, or servicing of 
a fire protection sprinkler system or any part of such a system.  To be licensed as a contractor, a 
person or firm must have a valid certificate of competency, comply with certain insurance 
requirements, file an application, and pay the required fees.  A person must have passed an 
examination and meet other requirements to obtain a certificate of competency.
 
The Director may adopt rules pertaining to fire sprinkler systems and may issue infractions for 
violations of applicable state laws and agency rules.  This includes, for example, installing fire 
sprinkler systems contrary to NFPA codes, working without valid permits, performing work 
without a certificate of competency, working with an expired license, or demonstrating gross 
incompetency or negligence. Penalties range from $300 to $7,500 for a first infraction, $400 to 
$10,000 for a second infraction, and $1,000 to $15,000 for a third or any subsequent infraction.
 
Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitting. 
The Director also administers requirements governing fire protection sprinkler fitting, which 
includes installing, altering, and repairing sprinkler, standpipe, hose, or other hazard systems for 
fire protection purposes that are an assembly of piping or conduit beginning at the connection to 
the primary water supply within a building, sprinkler tank heaters, air lines, and all tanks and 
pumps attached thereto.
 
The Director administers examinations for and issues certificates of competency for performing 
fire protection sprinkler fitting and investigates alleged violations of state requirements 
pertaining to fire protection sprinkler fitting.  Upon request by an authorized representative of the 
Director, a person performing sprinkler fitting must produce evidence of a certificate.  Penalties 
for infractions are set by rule.  
  
With limited exceptions, a person may not perform fire protection sprinkler fitting without 
having:

 a journey-level sprinkler fitter certificate, which allows a person to work on both 
residential and commercial sprinkler systems;

•

 a residential sprinkler fitter certificate, which allows a person to work on residential 
(NFPA 13R and 13D) fire protection sprinkler systems; or

•

 a trainee-level sprinkler fitter certificate, which allows a person to work under the 
supervision of a person with a journey-level or residential sprinkler fitter certificate.

•
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A fire protection sprinkler system contractor can employ a person with a valid certificate to 
complete sprinkler fitting work.

Summary of Bill:

Fire Protection Sprinkler System Contractors.
Upon request of a fire code official, a fire protection sprinkler system contractor (contractor) 
must produce evidence of a fire protection sprinkler system contractor license issued by the state 
Director of Fire Protection (Director).  Failure to produce evidence of a license is an infraction 
subject to penalties. 
 
A fire code official may issue a stop work order if the contractor does not have a license or is 
otherwise in violation of certain licensing and certification laws.  The order remains in effect 
until the fire code official or the Director determines that either the contractor is in compliance or 
the work will be conducted in compliance.  If a fire code official finds that a contractor does not 
have a license or is otherwise in violation, the fire code official must promptly notify the 
Director.  The Director must investigate alleged violations.  The Director may require a 
contractor to provide relevant payroll records pertaining to an active investigation.
 
A fire code official may determine whether public safety warrants the removal and replacement 
of a fire protection sprinkler system installed, altered, or extended by an unlicensed contractor.
 
"Fire code official" means any person authorized by a city, town, county, or local governing 
body with jurisdiction over fire industry regulation or any other person authorized by the 
Director to conduct enforcement under fire sprinkler system contractor licensing and certification 
laws.
 
Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitting.
Upon request of a fire code official, a person performing fire protection sprinkler fitting must 
produce evidence of a certificate issued by the Director to perform fire protection sprinkler 
fitting.  Failure to produce evidence of a certificate is an infraction subject to penalties.
 
A fire code official may issue a stop work order if the person performing fire protection sprinkler 
fitting does not have a certificate or is otherwise in violation of certain certification laws.  The 
order remains in effect until the fire code official or the Director determines that either the person 
or contractor is in compliance or that the work will be conducted in compliance.  If a fire code 
official finds that a person working on a fire protection sprinkler system does not have a 
certificate or is otherwise in violation, the fire code official must promptly notify the Director.  
The Director must investigate alleged violations.
 
A fire code official may determine whether public safety warrants the removal and replacement 
of a fire protection sprinkler system installed, altered, or extended by an uncertified person.
 

HB 2472- 3 -House Bill Analysis



"Fire code official" means any person authorized by a city, town, county, or local governing 
body with jurisdiction over fire industry regulation or any other person authorized by the 
Director to conduct enforcement under fire protection sprinkler fitting certification laws.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 14, 2026.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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