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C29L 26
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Ensuring that work on fire protection sprinkler systemsis performed by
licensed contractors and certified fitters.

Sponsors. House Committee on Labor & Workplace Standards (originally sponsored by
Representatives Bronoske, Berry, Ormsby, Obras, Bernbaum, Fosse, Timmons, Zahn,
Parshley, Hall, Cortes, Thomas and Donaghy).

House Committee on Labor & Workplace Standards
Senate Committee on Labor & Commerce

Background:

Fire Protection Sprinkler System Contractors.

The Director of Fire Protection (Director) issues licenses and certificates to businesses and
individuals performing design, installation, testing, and maintenance of fire protection
sprinkler systems.

A fire protection sprinkler system contractor (contractor) is a person or organization that
offers to undertake the execution of contracts for the installation, inspection, maintenance,
or servicing of afire protection sprinkler system or any part of such asystem. To be
licensed as a contractor, a person or firm must have avalid certificate of competency,
comply with certain insurance requirements, file an application, and pay the required fees.
To obtain a certificate of competency, a person must pass an examination administered by
the Director.

The Director may adopt rules pertaining to fire protection sprinkler systems and may issue
infractions for violations of applicable state laws and agency rules. Thisincludes, for
example, installing fire sprinkler systems contrary to the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) codes, working without valid permits, performing work without a
certificate of competency, working with an expired license, or demonstrating gross
incompetency or negligence. Penalties range from $300 to $7,500 for afirst infraction,
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$400 to $10,000 for a second infraction, and $1,000 to $15,000 for athird or any subsequent
infraction.

Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitting.

The Director also administers requirements governing fire protection sprinkler fitting,
which involvesinstalling, atering, and repairing sprinklers, pipes, and hosesin fire
protection sprinkler systems.

The Director administers examinations and issues certificates of competency for performing
fire protection sprinkler fitting and investigates alleged violations of state requirements
pertaining to fire protection sprinkler fitting. Upon request by an authorized representative
of the Director, a person performing sprinkler fitting must produce evidence of a certificate.
Penalties for infractions are set by rule.

With limited exceptions, a person may not perform fire protection sprinkler fitting without
having:
» ajourney-level sprinkler fitter certificate, which allows a person to work on both
residential and commercial fire protection sprinkler systems;
» aresidential sprinkler fitter certificate, which allows a person to work on residential
(NFPA 13R and 13D) fire protection sprinkler systems; or
» atrainee-level sprinkler fitter certificate, which alows a person to work under the
supervision of a person with ajourney-level or residential sprinkler fitter certificate.

A fire protection sprinkler system contractor may employ a person with avalid certificate to
complete sprinkler fitting work.

Summary:

Fire Protection Sprinkler System Contractors.

Upon request of afire code official, afire protection sprinkler system contractor
(contractor) must produce evidence of afire protection sprinkler system contractor license
issued by the Director of Fire Protection (Director). Failure to produce evidence of a
license is an infraction subject to penalties.

A fire code official may issue a stop work order if the contractor does not have alicense or
isotherwise in violation of certain licensing and certification laws. The order remainsin
effect until the fire code official or the Director determines that either the contractor isin
compliance or the work will be conducted in compliance. If afire code official findsthat a
contractor does not have alicense or is otherwise in violation, the fire code officia must
promptly notify the Director. The Director must investigate all alleged violations. The
Director may require a contractor to provide relevant payroll records pertaining to an active
investigation.

A fire code official may determine whether public safety warrants the removal and
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replacement of afire protection sprinkler system installed, altered, or extended by an
unlicensed contractor.

"Fire code official" means any person authorized by a city, town, county, or local governing
body with jurisdiction over fire industry regulation or any other person authorized by the
Director to conduct enforcement under fire protection sprinkler system contractor licensing
and certification laws.

Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitting.

Upon request of afire code official, a person performing fire protection sprinkler fitting
must produce evidence of afire protection sprinkler fitting certificate issued by the
Director. Failure to produce evidence of a certificate is an infraction subject to penalties set
by rule.

A fire code official may issue a stop work order if the person performing fire protection
sprinkler fitting does not have a certificate or is otherwise in violation of certain
certification laws. The order remains in effect until the fire code official or the Director
determines that either the person or contractor isin compliance or that the work will be
conducted in compliance. If afire code official finds that a person working on afire
protection sprinkler system does not have a certificate or is otherwise in violation, the fire
code official must promptly notify the Director. The Director must investigate alleged
violations.

A fire code official may determine whether public safety warrants the removal and
replacement of afire protection sprinkler system installed, altered, or extended by an
uncertified person.

"Fire code official" means any person authorized by a city, town, county, or local governing

body with jurisdiction over fire industry regulation or any other person authorized by the
Director to conduct enforcement under fire protection sprinkler fitting certification laws.

Voteson Final Passage:

House 92 3
Senate 45 3

Effective: June 11, 2026
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