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Brief Description: Exempting certain former foster care providers from adult family home
licensure.

Sponsors:. Representatives Eslick, Dent, Reeves, Leavitt and Fosse; by request of Department of
Social and Health Services.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Exempts certain individuals from adult family home licensing
requirements if they have been licensed to operate afoster family home
or approved for a child-specific license when the only unrelated adults
receiving care in the home are former foster youth who had received
personal care from the individua or youth for whom the individual
received the child-specific license.

Hearing Date: 1/23/26
Staff: Chris Blake (786-7392).
Background:

Foster Family Homes.

A foster family home, also known as afoster parent, provides atemporary home for a child that
has been removed from a birth parent due to abuse, neglect, or abandonment. Foster parents may
be licensed directly through a state agency, the Department of Children, Y outh, and Families
(DCYF), or through achild placing agency. A prospective foster parent must be 21 years of age
or older and complete certain preservice training requirements, interviews with alicensor, and a
home inspection. A foster care licenseisvalid for athree-year period, and may be renewed at
the end of that period.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Child-Specific Foster Care Licenses.

The DCYF may issue a child-specific license to arelative or a suitable person who opts to
become licensed for placement of a specific child, aswell asthat child's siblings or relatives, in
DCYF's care, custody, and control. Such individuals must meet al minimum licensing
requirements for foster family homes and other criteriathe DCY F establishes by rule.

Adult Family Homes.

Adult family homes are community-based facilities licensed to care for adults who need long-
term care. These homes provide room, board, laundry, necessary supervision, and assistance
with activities of daily living, personal care and nursing services. Adult family homes may care
for up to six adults, but may increase their bed capacity to seven or eight beds if they meet
additional licensing standards. The number of residents that an adult family home islicensed to
care for depends on several factorsrelated to the structure of the house, the number and
qualifications of the staff, and the mix of personsliving in the home.

Several regulated facilities are exempt from adult family home licensing requirements, including
nursing homes, assisted living facilities, residential treatment centers, hospitals, homes for
individuals with developmental disabilities, and medical foster homes.

Summary of Bill:

Exemptions from adult family home licensing requirements are created for certain individuals
who have been licensed to operate a foster family home or approved for a child-specific license.

The exemption for individuals who hold or have held alicense to operate a foster family home
for at least three years applies when:
« theindividual had provided personal care services for the former foster youth in the
individual's care for at least three years after they exited foster care;
* the only unrelated adults receiving care in the home are those former foster youth or
youths who have received personal care from the individual;
* there are no founded or substantiated findings against the individual by Child Protective
Services or Adult Protective Services,; and
* there are no pending adverse licensing actions against the individual at the time the youth
in their care exits the foster care system.

The exemption for individuals who are or have been approved for a child-specific license applies
when:
* theonly unrelated adults receiving persona care in the home are the former foster youth or
youths for whom the individual received the child-specific license;
* there are no founded or substantiated findings against the individual by Child Protective
Services or Adult Protective Services; and
* there are no pending adverse licensing actions against the individual at the time the youth
in their care exits the foster care system.
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Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 19, 2026.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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