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Transportation Committee

HB 2604
Brief Description:  Transferring ownership of a vehicle to an insurer under certain 

circumstances.

Sponsors:  Representatives Richards and Barkis.

Brief Summary of Bill

Provides that non-notarized electronic signatures may be used for the 
transfer of vehicle ownership to insurers and an associated limited power 
of attorney.

•

Hearing Date:  2/2/26

Staff: Lily Smith (786-7175).

Background:

Reporting destruction or total loss of a vehicle.
An owner of a vehicle that has been destroyed must report the vehicle's destruction to the 
Department of Licensing (DOL). 
 
Where there has been a settlement claim with an insurer for a vehicle's destruction or total loss, 
the vehicle owner may release their ownership interest to the insurer on the vehicle title or on a 
release of interest form approved by the DOL, which generally must be notarized.  The insurer 
must then report the destruction or total loss to the DOL.
 
Powers of attorney. 
A power of attorney is a grant of authority by a person to another person to act on his or her 
behalf, such as to sign documents securing or releasing a vehicle's title.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The person granting the authority must execute a signed and dated written document.  The 
signature must be acknowledged by a notary or attested by two competent witnesses who are not 
care providers or relatives of the person granting the authority.

Summary of Bill:

Supporting documents for transferring vehicle ownership to an insurer may use electronic, non-
notarized signatures and may be printed. 
 
A limited power of attorney for the sole purpose of transferring vehicle ownership to an insurer 
may use an electronic, non-notarized signature and may be printed.  The DOL must accept this 
form of power of attorney as a supporting document for the transfer of vehicle ownership.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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