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Environment & Energy Committee

HB 2605
Brief Description:  Concerning naturally occurring fibrous silicate materials.

Sponsors:  Representative Ley.

Brief Summary of Bill

Exempts specified commercial aggregates, asphalt, and concrete 
materials from the restrictions on the manufacture or distribution of 
asbestos containing building materials, use in new construction or 
renovation, and inspection and management requirements related to 
manufacturing facilities. 

•

Hearing Date:  1/26/26

Staff: Matt Sterling (786-7289).

Background:

Asbestos.
Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral fiber found in rock and soil.  The United States 
Environmental Protection Agency classifies six categories of asbestos mineral fibers:  chrysotile, 
amosite, crocidolite, tremolite, anthophyllite, and actinolite.  Asbestos can be used as an insulator 
or fire retardant in a variety of consumer goods, including in building materials, and is also found 
as a naturally occurring contaminant in deposits of other mineral types used for commercial 
purposes.
 
State Asbestos Regulations.
In Washington, the Department of Labor and Industries regulates workplace standards related to 
asbestos use in construction and manufacturing, while the Department of Ecology (Ecology) and 
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local clean air agencies may regulate asbestos removal from structures.  The use of asbestos-
containing building materials in new construction or renovations in Washington is prohibited.  
This prohibition does not apply to the use of asbestos containing building materials:

in residential construction;•
that are already ordered by a contractor or in the possession of the contactor; or•
if compliance would result in the breach of a contract. •

 
Manufacturing, wholesaling, or distributing for sale asbestos-containing building materials in 
Washington without labeling them as such is prohibited and Ecology is authorized, but not 
required, to enforce these labeling requirements.  Asbestos-containing building materials means 
any building material to which asbestos is deliberately added in any concentration or that 
contains 0.1 percent asbestos by weight or area. 
 
Manufacturers, wholesalers, and distributors may submit a written request for an exemption from 
labeling.  Ecology may grant such an exemption if it determines that the labeling requirements 
are technically infeasible or create an undue economic hardship.  Each exemption may be in 
effect for no more than 3 years and is subject to the terms and conditions prescribed by Ecology.  
Violations of the labeling requirement are subject to civil penalties under the state Clean Air Act 
of up to $10,000 per violation.  

Summary of Bill:

Commercial aggregates, asphalt, and concrete materials that contain 0.25 percent or less of 
naturally occurring fibrous silicate material or asbestos are:

excluded from restrictions on the manufacture, wholesale, or distribution of asbestos 
containing building materials without labeling them as such;

•

exempt from the prohibitions on the use of asbestos-containing building materials in new 
construction or renovations; and

•

exempt from the inspection requirements for certain manufacturing facilities for asbestos-
containing building materials and asbestos management plans for these facilities.

•

 
Definitions for "commercial aggregates" and "naturally occurring fibrous silicate material" are 
provided.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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