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Brief Description: Designating the bridge that carries Interstate 90 over the Columbiariver near
Vantage, Washington as the "Medal of Honor Bridge."

Sponsors:. Representatives Dent, Paul, Barkis, Nance, Entenman, Orcutt, Klicker, Mena,
Shavers, Dufault, Ormsby, Springer and Timmons.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Reguests the Washington State Transportation Commission to
commence proceedings to designate the bridge that carries Interstate 90
over the Columbia River near Vantage, Washington as the "Medal of
Honor Bridge" to show respect and remember Medal of Honor
recipients.

Hearing Date: 1/29/25
Staff: Christine Thomas (786-7142)
Background:

Sate Highway Facility Naming.

The Washington State Transportation Commission (Commission) is responsible for naming state
transportation facilities, including state highways, bridges, rest areas, and other state highway
facilities. The Commission's policy states, "A naming is done in athorough and deliberative
manner to honor and institute an enduring memory of a person or group of people who have
contributed significantly to the well-being of the state or nation, and with the widespread support
of the people from the area in which the facility islocated.”

For the Commission to consider a proposal, the requesting entity must provide sufficient
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evidence indicating community support and acceptance of the proposal. This evidence can
include aletter of support from the state or federal legislator representing the area encompassing
the facility to be renamed. Other evidence that can provide proof of community support includes
aresolution passed by other elected bodies in the impacted area, support from the Washington
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), and supportive action from alocal organization
such as a chamber of commerce.

If anaming request is submitted for a person who has recently died, the Commission does not act
on the request for at least 12 months after the date of passing to allow for arespectful period of
mourning and reflection.

Upon passage of ajoint memorial requesting the naming of afacility, the Commission holds a
public hearing prior to taking action. After the Commission takes final action in naming a state
transportation facility, the WSDOT designs and installs the appropriate signs. |If the facility isa
bridge, the Regional Administrator at the WSDOT in which the bridge is located provides a
description of the bridge and its location to the State Bridge and Structures Preservation
Engineer.

The Medal of Honor.

The Medal of Honor (Medal) is the highest military decoration that may be awarded by the
United States government. It is presented by the President of the United States, in the name of
Congress, and is conferred only upon members of the US Armed Forces who distinguish
themselves through " conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond
the call of duty." The Medal isawarded in three distinct versions. one for the Army; one for the
Air Force; and one for the Navy, the Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard. The Medal wasfirst
authorized in 1861 for sailors and marines, and the following year for soldiersaswell. Since
then, more than 3,400 Medals of Honor have been awarded to members of al Department of
Defense services and the Coast Guard, including 34 recipients from Washington.

Summary of Bill:

The memorialists request the Commission to commence proceedings to designate the bridge that
carries Interstate 90 over the Columbia River near Vantage, Washington as the "Medal of Honor
Bridge" asaway for the state to show respect and remember Medal recipients.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.
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