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Brief Description:  Adopting the evergreen state as the state nickname.

Sponsors:  Senators Wilson, J., Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, 
Gildon, Krishnadasan, McCune, Nobles, Saldaña, Valdez, Wagoner and Warnick.

Brief Summary of Bill

Designates "The Evergreen State" as the official state nickname.•

Hearing Date:  2/24/26

Staff: Desiree Omli (786-7105).

Background:

On November 11, 1889, Washington became the forty-second state to enter the Union.  In the 
late 1800's, Charles Tallmadge (C.T.) Conover, a pioneer Seattle realtor, newspaper columnist, 
and historian, coined the name "The Evergreen State" as a nickname for Washington in a 
promotional booklet titled Washington the Evergreen State and Seattle its Metropolis.  The 
booklet was aimed at drumming up real estate business and praised the evergreen forests that 
adorn the state.  Washington is home to about 25 native evergreen tree species. A few common 
types of evergreen trees in Washington are the Western Hemlock, Douglas-Fir, Western Red 
Cedar, Red Alder, and Pacific Yew.  Today "The Evergreen State" is generally accepted as a 
reference to the State of Washington.  The nickname can be seen engraved on Washington 
license plates, on memorabilia sold at souvenir shops, and inscribed on the April 2007 United 
States memorial quarter honoring Washington.  While many state symbols, including the official 
state flag, song, dance, and seal have officially been designated as such in statute, no official 
state nickname has been designated in the same manner. 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Summary of Bill:

"The Evergreen State" is designated as the official nickname of the State of Washington.  
Entities are not required to update or revise any existing materials, documents, or publications.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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