HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5325

As Reported by House Committee On:
State Government & Tribal Relations

Title: An act relating to designating the state cactus.

Brief Description: Designating the state cactus.

Sponsors: Senators Warnick, Nobles, Riccelli, Shewmake and Valdez.
Brief History:

Committee Activity:
State Government & Tribal Relations: 3/18/25, 3/25/25 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

» Designates the Columbia Plateau cactus (Pediocactus nigrispinus) as the
state cactus.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & TRIBAL RELATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 6 members. Representatives Mena, Chair; Stearns,
Vice Chair; Waters, Ranking Minority Member; Walsh, Assistant Ranking Minority
Member; Doglio and Farivar.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 1 member: Representative Chase.
Staff: Connor Schiff (786-7093).

Background:

The Pediocactus nigrispinus, commonly known as the Columbia Plateau cactus, snowball

cactus, basalt cactus, or hedgehog cactus, grows in lowland and montane sagebrush deserts
throughout Eastern Oregon, West-central 1daho, and Central and Eastern Washington.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Specifically, the Columbia Plateau cactusis found in the Washington counties of Chelan,
Kittitas, Y akima, Douglas, and Grant. The Columbia Plateau cactus flowers from April to
July and typically produces pink flowers. However, it may also produce purple, white,
peach, or yellow flowers. The Columbia Plateau cactus reaches heights between 5 and 30
centimeters and diameters spanning 5 to 15 centimeters. This cactusis characterized by a
dense arrangement of 6 to 12 central spines measuring 15 to 35 millimetersin length and
showcasing colors ranging from brown to reddish black. The cactus receives its taxonomic
name from its reddish black spines.

There are three other native cacti speciesin Washington: the Opuntia columbiana, the
Opuntia polyacantha, and the Opuntia fragilis, which is known as the brittle prickly pear.

Washington has an official state tree, the western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla); an official
state grass, bluebunch wheatgrass (Agropyron spicatum); and an official state flower, the
coastal rhododendron (Rhododendron macrophyllum).

Summary of Bill:

The Columbia Plateau cactus (Pediocactus nigrispinus) is designated as the official cactus
of the State of Washington.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This proposal was brought forward by studentsin Kittitas County; it is
important to teach young people about civic engagement. This cactusisfound inonly afew
ecosystems and counties. The ecosystems where this cactus is found are fragile.
Washington's natural areas need to be protected as they are disappearing over time because
of wildfires and land cultivation. Thiswould draw attention to the challenges facing
Washington's habitats and support the study of natural history and the imperiled stretches of
habitat. Some people are not aware that Washington has native cactus species. Itis
important to promote native species, support conservation efforts to protect the state's native
cactus species, and provide education on the state's native species. Thereis a problem with
plant collectors removing these cacti from their natural environment. The designation
would provide extraincentive for land managers to provide opportunities for the public to
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view the plant responsibly. This cactus attracts bees, which benefits farmers and
agricultural communities. This bill has no fiscal impact.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Senator Judy Warnick, prime sponsor; Adam Fyall, Benton County;
Students of the Discovery Lab of Ellensburg, Discovery Lab of Ellensburg; Pan
Kantiyavong, City of Seattle Parks and Recreation Department - Volunteer Park
Conservatory; Theresa Oyoung, President, Cascade Cactus and Succulent Society (CCSS);
Ron Bockelman; Kai Reising; and Denise Mahnke, Washington Native Plant Society.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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