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Brief Description: Concerning career and technical education in sixth grade.

Sponsors. Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Braun,
Chapman, Christian, Cortes, Liias, MacEwen, Nobles, Salomon, Wellman and Wilson, C.;
by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction).

Brief Summary of Second Substitute Bill

» Specifiesthat school districts are allowed to enroll sixth grade middle
school studentsin exploratory career and technical education (CTE)
COUrses.

* Requires middle school and high school CTE programs to be treated as a
single program for accounting purposes.

Hearing Date: 4/2/25
Staff: James Mackison (786-7104).
Background:

Career and Technical Education (CTE) is a planned program of courses and learning experiences
that begins with exploration of career options, and supports basic academic and life skills.

Career and Technical Education instruction is delivered through programs at middle schools and
high schools, through approved online courses, and at skill centers.

Funding for CTE programs in middle schools and high schools, like for general education
programs, is based on a prototypical school formulathat defines class sizes to determine
certificated instructional staff allocations and per pupil amounts for materials, supplies, and
operating costs (MSOC). For CTE programs, the assumed class size in state formulasis 23 full-
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time equivalent students per teacher, which islower than the general education class sizes for
grades six and above. Per-pupil amounts for CTE MSOC are defined in the budget and are
slightly higher than those for general education.

To the extent that CTE funding alocations for instructional staff and M SOC exceed general
education funding allocations, school districts may use the difference only for CTE purposes.

Summary of Bill:

School districts may offer exploratory CTE courses to sixth grade students in middle school.
Sixth graders enrolled in exploratory CTE programs may not be included in enrollment counts
for the purposes of CTE allocations.

Middle school and high school CTE courses must be treated as a single program when
accounting for and cal culating minimum expenditures, carryover amounts, and recovery
amounts. Thistreatment is exclusively for accounting purposes and must not result in disparate
program quality across grade levels.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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