
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5467

As Passed House:
March 3, 2026

Title:  An act relating to the sale of surplus property by water-sewer districts.

Brief Description:  Concerning the sale of surplus property by water-sewer districts.

Sponsors:  Senators Goehner, Short, Cleveland, Orwall, Muzzall, Salomon and Wagoner.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Local Government: 3/25/25, 4/1/25 [DP], 2/18/26, 2/20/26 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed House: 3/3/26, 94-0.

Brief Summary of Bill

Increases the value of personal property that may be sold by a water-
sewer district without notice to $5,400.

•

Increases the value of real property that may be sold privately by a 
water-sewer district to $7,500.

•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 6 members: Representatives Duerr, Chair; Zahn, 
Vice Chair; Stuebe, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Griffey, Hall and Parshley.

Staff: Elizabeth Rehn (786-7129).

Background:

A water-sewer district is a special purpose district created to provide wastewater collection, 
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treatment, and disposal services within a defined area.  Water-sewer districts are governed 
by elected boards of commissioners.
 
The board of commissioners may sell property belonging to the district at a public or private 
sale if the board determines that the property is not needed for district purposes.  The board 
must give notice of intention to sell unless the sale is for personal property valued less than 
$2,500.  Real property with a value over $5,000 may not be sold privately.

Summary of Bill:

The value of personal property that may be sold by a water-sewer district without notice is 
increased to $5,400.  The value of real property that may be sold privately by a water-sewer 
district is increased to $7,500.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the 
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This bill is not asking for much or any rule changes.  It is just a matter of 
raising the ceiling on what personal and real property can be surplus without going out for 
bids.  The price levels have been set for some time.  The threshold for real property was last 
updated in 2011 and the threshold for personal property was last updated in 1993.  This bill 
is keeping up with inflationary values.  It is realistic and cautious with what it is asking.
 
(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying:  Senator Keith Goehner, prime sponsor; and Devin Gombosky, 
Washington Association of Sewer and Water Districts.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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