HOUSE BILL REPORT
ESB 5595

As Passed House - Amended:
April 11, 2025

Title: An act relating to establishing shared streets.
Brief Description: Establishing shared streets.

Sponsors. Senators Alvarado, Liias, Frame, Nobles, Pedersen, Saldafia and Shewmake.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:
Transportation: 3/13/25, 4/7/25 [DPA].
Floor Activity:
Passed House: 4/11/25, 64-32.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill
(As Amended by House)

» Authorizeslocal authorities to designate a non-arterial highway a"shared
street,” which is defined as a city street designated by placement of
official traffic control devices where pedestrians, bicyclists, and
vehicular traffic share aportion or all of the same street.

» Permitslocal authorities to establish maximum speed limits of 10 miles
per hour on shared streets.

* Requires vehicular traffic traveling along a shared street to yield the
right-of-way to a pedestrian, bicyclist, or operator of a micro-mobility
device.

* Requiresabicyclist or micro-mobility device operator traveling along a
shared street to yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Majority Report: Do pass asamended. Signed by 16 members. Representatives Fey,
Chair; Bernbaum, Vice Chair; Donaghy, Vice Chair; Reed, Vice Chair; Bronoske, Duerr,
Entenman, Hunt, Nance, Paul, Ramel, Richards, Taylor, Timmons, Wylie and Zahn.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 1 member: Representative Volz.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 8 members. Representatives
Barkis, Ranking Minority Member; Low, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Dent,
Griffey, Klicker, Ley, Orcutt and Stuebe.

Staff: Jennifer Harris (786-7143).
Background:

Where sidewalks are provided and are accessible, it is unlawful for a pedestrian to walk or
move on aroadway. Where sidewalks are not provided or are inaccessible, a pedestrian or
personal delivery device may move aong the shoulder of the roadway, facing traffic. When
shoulders are not provided or are inaccessible, a pedestrian or personal delivery device may
walk or move as near as is practicable to the outside edge of the roadway facing traffic, and
when possible, move clear of the roadway when meeting an oncoming vehicle.

Every pedestrian and personal delivery device crossing aroadway at any point other than
within amarked or unmarked crosswalk at an intersection is required to yield the right-of-
way to al vehicles on the roadway. Pedestrians may not cross aroadway at any place other
than a marked crosswalk between two adjacent intersections with operating traffic-control
signals.

Every bicyclist operating a bicycle at arate of speed less than the normal flow of trafficis
required to ride as near to the right side of the right through lane asis safe, subject to certain
exceptions. A person operating a bicycle on aroadway may use the shoulder of the
roadway or a specifically designated bicycle lane.

The driver of avehicle approaching a pedestrian or bicyclist who is traveling in the right
lane of aroadway, or on the right-hand shoulder or bicycle lane of aroadway, must:
» move completely into alaneto the left of the right lane when it is safe to do so when
on aroadway with two lanes or more moving in the direction of travel; and
* reduce the vehicle's speed and pass at a safe distance when there is sufficient room to
the left of the pedestrian or bicyclist, when on aroadway with only one lane moving
in the direction of travel.

Local authorities may establish a maximum speed limit of 20 miles per hour (mph) on a
nonarterial highway when either an engineering and traffic investigation finds thisto be a
reasonable and safe maximum speed limit, or through the use of established procedures.

Summary of Amended Bill:
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A local authority may designate a non-arterial highway that is not a state highway or a non-
arterial highway that is the primary road through a central business district to be a "shared
street” if the local authority has developed procedures for establishing shared streets.
"Shared street” is defined as a city street designated by placement of official traffic control
devices where pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicular traffic share a portion or al of the same
Street.

Local authorities may establish maximum speed limits of 10 mph on shared streets.
Vehicular traffic traveling along a shared street is required to yield the right-of-way to a
pedestrian, bicyclist, or operator of a micro-mobility device. A bicyclist or micro-mobility
device operator must yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian on a shared street. Pedestrians
and bicyclists are otherwise exempt from right-of-way rules applicable to roadways other
than shared streets.

"Micro-mobility" device includes non-motorized and motorized foot scooters and electric
personal assistive mobility devices (which are defined as a self-balancing device with one
or two wheels that meets other specified criteria).

A local authority that designates a shared street must post an annual report on its website
with the following information on what occurred on the shared street:
* the number of traffic collisions, including those involving a pedestrian, bicyclist, or
operator of amicro-mobility device; and
* the number of speeding and driving under the influence violations.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) Thisisasimple bill that allows local authorities to designate shared streets. It
isalocal option that allows for local control. It creates a new street type that puts
pedestrians first and sets a 10 mph speed limit. It isavery common type of street around
theworld. The option can lead to vibrant streets where people can be safe. The bill
requires annual reporting on traffic collisions that occur on any shared street.

The bill removes barriersin state law that hinder the use of shared streets. This policy
would improve the walkability of Pike's Place Market and improve the experience, allowing
people and traffic to comminglein streets. Similar projects are being conceived outside of
Seattle and can fit well with some communities to make areas more walkable and vibrant.
Port Orchard is devel oping shared streets, but is unable to enforce speed limits of 10 mph
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without legislation.

In a perfect world, state agencies would develop best practices for shared streets, but
implementation can be managed locally for now. The policy has great potential leading up
to the FIFA World Cup.

(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Senator Emily Alvarado, prime sponsor; Venu Nemani, City of
Seattle; Nick Bond, City of Port Orchard; Carl Schroeder, Association of Washington
Cities; and Mark Ostrow.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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