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As Passed House:
April 10, 2025

Title:  An act relating to declaring civil immigration enforcement as unprofessional conduct of 
bail bond agents and bail bond recovery agents.

Brief Description:  Declaring civil immigration enforcement as unprofessional conduct of bail 
bond recovery agents.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored by Senators Trudeau, 
Torres, Hasegawa, Nobles, Valdez and Wilson, C.).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Consumer Protection & Business: 3/18/25, 3/25/25 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed House: 4/10/25, 58-37.

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Makes it unprofessional conduct to use the position of a bail bond 
recovery agent to enforce a civil immigration warrant.

•

Makes it unprofessional conduct for bail bond licensees to share a 
defendant's immigration status with anyone outside the bail bond 
agency's business.

•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION & BUSINESS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 9 members: Representatives Walen, Chair; Berry, 
Donaghy, Fosse, Kloba, Morgan, Reeves, Ryu and Santos.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 6 members: Representatives McClintock, 
Ranking Minority Member; Dufault, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Abbarno, Corry, 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Steele and Volz.

Staff: Peter Clodfelter (786-7127).

Background:

Bail Bond Agencies, Bail Bond Agents, and Bail Bond Recovery Agents.
Bail bond agencies, bail bond agents, and bail bond recovery agents are licensed and 
regulated by the Department of Licensing (DOL).  A bail bond agency is a business that 
sells and issues corporate surety bail bonds or that provides security in the form of personal 
or real property to ensure the appearance of a criminal defendant before Washington courts 
or federal courts. 
 
Licenses exist for the bail bond agency and also for the following persons related to bail 
bond agencies:

a bail bond agent, who is a person employed by a bail bond agency and engages in the 
sale or issuance of bail bonds, but does not include a clerical, secretarial, or other 
support person who does not participate in the sale or issuance of bail bonds; and

•

a bail bond recovery agent, who is a person under contract with a bail bond agent to 
receive compensation, reward, or any other form of lawful consideration for locating, 
apprehending, and surrendering a fugitive criminal defendant for whom a bail bond 
has been posted, but does not include a general authority Washington peace officer or 
a limited authority Washington peace officer.

•

 
The following acts, conduct, or conditions, among others, constitute unprofessional conduct 
by licensees:

violating statutory or administrative requirements or failing to meet qualifications;•
mishandling funds or other collateral, or failing to return collateral given as security 
to obtain a bail bond;

•

failing to keep records or maintain a trust account;•
engaging in conduct in a bail bond transaction that demonstrates bad faith, 
dishonesty, or untrustworthiness;

•

wearing, displaying, holding, or using badges not approved by the DOL;•
failing to carry a copy of the contract required by law for each criminal fugitive 
defendant or to present a copy of the contract when required by law;

•

performing the functions of a bail bond recovery agent without exercising due care to 
protect the safety of persons other than the defendant and the property of persons 
other than the defendant; or

•

using a dog in the apprehension of a fugitive criminal defendant.•
 
Upon a finding of unprofessional conduct, the DOL may issue an order providing one or 
any combination of discipline including revocation or suspension of the license for an 
interval of time, restriction or limitation of the practice, completion of remedial education, 
monitoring of the practice, censure or reprimand, compliance with conditions of probation, 
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or payment of a fine not to exceed $5,000 per violation.
 
Civil Immigration Warrants.
A civil immigration warrant is a warrant for a violation of federal civil immigration law 
issued by a federal immigration authority.  A civil immigration warrant includes, but is not 
limited to, administrative warrants issued on forms I-200 or I-203, or their successors, and 
civil immigration warrants entered in the National Crime Information Center Database.  A 
civil immigration warrant authorizes federal immigration officers to arrest and take the 
identified individual into custody for removal proceedings.

Summary of Bill:

Using the position of a bail bond recovery agent to enforce a civil immigration warrant is 
added to the conduct, acts, or conditions constituting unprofessional conduct by bail bond 
licensees.  Additionally, failing to keep confidential by sharing a defendant's immigration 
status to anyone outside the bail bond agency's business is also added to the conduct, acts, 
or conditions constituting unprofessional conduct by bail bond licensees.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the 
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) The bill outlines that bail bond agents cannot participate in immigration 
enforcement activities and restricts bail bond agents from disclosing an individual's 
immigration status to federal immigration officials and anyone outside of their bail bond 
agency.  This will further uphold and strengthen Washington's promise to be a welcoming 
state for immigrant and refugee communities.  This is a promise that is more vital than ever 
in the current moment with the federal government actively attacking immigrant refugees.  
If bail bond agents have the freedom to share a person's immigration status, that individual 
will be at greater risk of family separation, immigration detention, or deportation, all 
potentially without the ability to plead their case in court and without a finding of guilt.
 
(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying:  Soumyo Lahiri-Gupta, OneAmerica.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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