
BILL 
ANALYSIS

Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Committee

SSB 6097
Brief Description:  Adding federally recognized Indian tribes to the list of entities that may 

participate in the conservation futures program.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by 
Senators Chapman, Conway, Dhingra, Hasegawa, Kauffman, Liias, Nobles, Riccelli, 
Stanford, Trudeau and Valdez).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Allows federally recognized Indian tribes to participate in the 
Conservation Futures program.

•

Hearing Date:  2/24/26

Staff: Lily Smith (786-7175).

Background:

Under the Conservation Futures program (program), counties may fund the acquisition of real 
property rights or development rights by certain local government entities and nonprofit 
organizations in order to preserve open space, timber and farm lands.  The local government 
entities authorized to participate in the program are counties, cities, towns, metropolitan park 
districts, and metropolitan municipal corporations.
 
Counties may levy a special property tax to generate revenue for acquisitions under the program.  
All rights or interests in real property acquired with those revenues must be located within the 
assessing county. 
 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Property owners whose development rights are held by another party may continue to use the 
land in accordance with their agreement under the program.

Summary of Bill:

Federally recognized Indian tribes may participate in the Conservation Futures program.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.

SSB 6097- 2 -House Bill Analysis


