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Title:  An act relating to adding federally recognized Indian tribes to the list of entities that may 
participate in the conservation futures program.

Brief Description:  Adding federally recognized Indian tribes to the list of entities that may 
participate in the conservation futures program.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by 
Senators Chapman, Conway, Dhingra, Hasegawa, Kauffman, Liias, Nobles, Riccelli, 
Stanford, Trudeau and Valdez).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Agriculture & Natural Resources: 2/24/26, 2/25/26 [DP];
Finance: 2/27/26, 3/2/26 [DP].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

Allows federally recognized Indian tribes to participate in the 
Conservation Futures program.

•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 7 members: Representatives Reeves, Chair; 
Morgan, Vice Chair; Dent, Ranking Minority Member; Bernbaum, Nance, Richards and 
Springer.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 2 members: Representatives Orcutt and 
Schmick.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 2 members: Representatives 
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Engell, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; McClintock.

Staff: Lily Smith (786-7175).

Background:

Under the Conservation Futures program (program), counties may fund the acquisition of 
real property rights or development rights by certain local government entities and nonprofit 
organizations in order to preserve open space, timberlands, and farmlands.  The local 
government entities authorized to participate in the program are counties, cities, towns, 
metropolitan park districts, and metropolitan municipal corporations.
 
Counties may levy a special property tax to generate revenue for acquisitions under the 
program.  All rights or interests in real property acquired with those revenues must be 
located within the assessing county. 
 
Property owners whose development rights are held by another party may continue to use 
the land in accordance with their agreement under the program.

Summary of Bill:

Federally recognized Indian tribes may participate in the Conservation Futures program.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the 
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This program is one of the most important tools we have to protect open space 
and working lands, but the lack of possible tribal participation creates unnecessary barriers 
that slow conservation efforts.  Counties, land trusts, and tribes are already working 
together, but under current law, they sometimes need to structure complicated agreements 
just to comply with eligibility restrictions.  This multistep process increases costs, 
complexity, and risks, without improving accountability or conservation outcomes.  This 
bill fixes that without changing the integrity of the program.  Tribes have strong track 
records for protecting, stewarding, and restoring spaces and are eligible to hold conservation 
easements, so this bill is a logical next step.  The bill would allow for partnerships where 
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tribes may be better suited for long-term stewardship, and for critical matching 
opportunities for state and federal funds.  Tribal participation would be beneficial to 
counties by aligning with their conservation priorities, complementing existing habitat 
protections, and potentially reducing a locality's operating or capital costs and freeing up 
county resources for other lands.  The competitive process under the program would not 
change and projects would continue to be evaluated by counties on their merits.
 
(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying:  Joe Sambataro, Tulalip Tribes of Washington; Mo McBroom, King 
County; and Kristi England, Forterra.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 11 members: Representatives Berg, Chair; Street, 
Vice Chair; Chase, Mena, Ramel, Santos, Scott, Springer, Walen, Wylie and Zahn.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 1 member: Representative Orcutt, Ranking 
Minority Member.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 3 members: Representatives 
Jacobsen, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Abell and Penner.

Staff: John Burzynski (786-7133).

Summary of Recommendation of Committee On Finance Compared to 
Recommendation of Committee On Agriculture & Natural Resources:

No new changes were recommended.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the 
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This program is completely voluntary for counties, landowners, and tribes.  The 
bill simply provides additional eligibility under the current discretionary authority of 
counties and the voters, without actually increasing or decreasing any taxes.  This is up to 
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local control, and there should be no fiscal impact.  Tribes have long track records of 
management for preservation and want to preserve open spaces for fish and wildlife habitat 
and for the good of the state.  The bill will allow for partnerships and critical funding 
matches.  
 
(Opposed) None. 

Persons Testifying:  Joe Sambataro, Tulalip Tribes of Washington; and Jason Griffith, 
Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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