
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SSB 6160

As Reported by House Committee On:
State Government & Tribal Relations

Appropriations

Title:  An act relating to improving government efficiency related to reports by cabinet and 
executive agencies, the Washington student achievement council, and the Washington state 
board of education, by eliminating reports, replacing reports, changing the frequency of 
reports, and providing an alternative method for having information publicly available in 
place of reports as recommended by the office of financial management.

Brief Description:  Improving government efficiency related to reports by state agencies.

Sponsors:  Senate Committee on State Government, Tribal Affairs & Elections (originally 
sponsored by Senators Krishnadasan, Cortes, Hunt, Liias, Nobles, Riccelli, Shewmake and 
Slatter; by request of Office of Financial Management).

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

State Government & Tribal Relations: 2/24/26, 2/25/26 [DPA];
Appropriations: 2/27/26, 3/2/26 [DPA(APP w/o SGOV)].

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill 
(As Amended by Committee)

Repeals requirements for state agencies to submit certain reports.•

Modifies the frequency or due date of certain reports from state agencies.•

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & TRIBAL RELATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass as amended. Signed by 7 members: Representatives Mena, 
Chair; Stearns, Vice Chair; Waters, Ranking Minority Member; Walsh, Assistant Ranking 
Minority Member; Chase, Doglio and Farivar.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Staff: Connor Schiff (786-7093).

Background:

Many state agencies are required to submit reports on a variety of topics to the Legislature, 
the Governor, or both.  A state agency may also be required to publish certain information 
on the agency's website.  A report may be required to be submitted once or on a recurring 
basis.  Many recurring reports are required on an annual or biennial basis, though others are 
required more frequently, such as a report due every six months by the Department of 
Social and Health Services regarding the transfer of persons to secure facilities, or less 
frequently, such as a report due every four years by the Department of Natural Resources on 
processing times for granting of easements on state-owned aquatic lands.
 
All agency reports submitted to the Legislature must be provided only in an electronic 
format.  All annual and biennial reports submitted to the Governor must be provided only in 
an electronic format.

Summary of Amended Bill:

Removal of Required Reports.
Five reports from the Education Research and Data Center, which is located within the 
Office of Financial Management (OFM), are removed:

the annual report on student course enrollment and completion related to science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics, also known as STEM, grants to high 
schools;

•

the annual report on student participation in the aerospace assembler program, due 
from 2014 to 2018;

•

the annual report on the enhanced manufacturing skills program, due from 2014 to 
2018;

•

the annual report on the impacts of financial aid on degree completion outcomes; and•
the report on student enrollment forecasts, due by November 15 of even-numbered 
years.

•

 
Five reports from the Department of Natural Resources are removed:

the annual report on the status of several long-term multispecies landscape 
management plans, due December 1 through the year 2000;

•

the one-time report on jointly-issued single multiyear permits required for the conduct 
of forest practices, due December 31, 2000;

•

the one-time report describing progress in developing alternate plan processes or 
harvest restrictions, due July 1, 2003;

•

the two-time report on the checklist road maintenance and abandonment plan 
approach, due on December 31, 2008, and December 31, 2013; and

•

the report on processing times for granting of easements on state-owned aquatic •
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lands, due every four years beginning on December 31, 2021.
 
Three reports from the Health Care Authority (HCA) are removed:

the annual report on the findings and recommendations for improving services and 
delivery of the partnership access line;

•

the one-time preliminary report summarizing progress toward testing and developing 
health interventions related to cannabis consumption reduction and cessation, due 
July 1, 2027; and

•

the biennial report, developed in collaboration with the Department of Health, 
concerning impacts, benefits, and coordination related to managing, treating, and 
preventing diabetes, due every two years beginning on December 31, 2019.

•

 
Two reports from the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) are removed:

the report on the transfer of persons to secure facilities, due every six months 
beginning on December 1, 2010; and

•

the quarterly report regarding outcome measures of the WorkFirst Program.•
 
Two reports from the Department of Commerce (Commerce) are removed: 

the annual report on recommendations and strategies related to subcontractor 
organizations participating in the Independent Youth Housing Program; and

•

the annual report on the impact fee deferral process for single-family detached and 
attached residential construction.

•

 
Two reports from the State Board of Education (SBE) are removed:

the biennial report, developed in collaboration with the Professional Educator 
Standards Board, on boards of education progress and obstacles related to education 
goals, due October 15 in even-numbered years; and

•

the one-time report, developed in collaboration with OFM, on the accountability 
framework for systems of support for challenged schools, due by November 1, 2013.

•

 
One report from the Department of Ecology (Ecology) is removed:

the requirement for the Director of Ecology to list on Ecology's website information 
about interagency agreements.

•

 
One report from the Department of Revenue (DOR) is removed:

the annual report listing public improvements undertaken by local governments and 
financed with hospital benefit zone financing.

•

 
One report from the Committee on Advanced Tuition Payment and College Savings is 
removed:

the annual report on the number of accounts that have been rolled into the 
Washington College Savings Program from out of state and the number of accounts 
rolled out of the Washington College Savings Program into 529 plans in other states.

•
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One report from the Department of Licensing is removed:
the annual report on the autonomous vehicle self-certifying entities.•

 
One report from the Department of Labor and Industries is removed:

the annual report on the aerospace apprenticeship utilization rate, due beginning 
October 1, 2024.

•

 
One report from the Department of Financial Institutions is removed:

the two-time report on nonprofit debt adjusters, due by December 1, 2016, and 
December 1, 2017.

•

 
One report from the Student Achievement Council (SAC) is removed:

the annual report, developed in collaboration with aerospace training or educational 
programs, regarding the Aerospace Training Student Loan Program.

•

 
Modifications to Reports.
Reporting Frequency or Reporting Date Modified.
The reporting frequency or due date of the report is modified for the following reports: 

The annual report by the SBE on the performance of the state's charter schools to the 
Governor, Legislature, and public at large, is required by December 1 of each odd-
numbered year, rather than March 1 of each year.

•

The state homeless housing strategic plan must be submitted by Commerce to the 
Legislature by January 1, 2029, and every five years thereafter, rather than by July 1, 
2019, and every five years thereafter.

•

The annual update on the state homeless housing strategic plan and its activities for 
the prior fiscal year must be submitted by Commerce by January 1 of each year rather 
than December 1.  A report on the transitional housing operating and rent program is 
added to the update.

•

The annual submission of the report by Commerce on state energy performance 
standards is extended from 2029 to 2031.  This report must also detail the 
administration of the Early Adoption Incentive Program.

•

The annual report submitted by the Department of Transportation (WSDOT) on 
certain performance measures for the express toll lanes on Interstate 405 between 
Lynnwood and Tukwila is changed to a biennial report.

•

The biennial report on the WSDOT's green transportation project list is due on 
November 1 of each even-numbered year, rather than December 1 of each even-
numbered year.  In addition to the Legislature, the WSDOT must submit the report to 
the OFM.

•

The annual report submitted by the WSDOT on a detailed projection of credit 
revenues generated from state transportation investments is changed to a biennial 
report. 

•

The annual report submitted by the DOR on the amount of payments made under a 
provision regarding payment in lieu of property tax for retail telecommunications 
services is changed to a biennial report. 

•
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The annual report from each Healthy Environment for All Act, also known as the 
HEAL Act, agency regarding the incorporation of environmental justice in its 
strategic plan, obligations of agencies relating to budgets and funding, and the 
environmental justice assessments of proposed significant agency actions, is due on 
November 30, rather than September 1. 

•

The annual report submitted by the HCA on the status of the Apple Health and 
Homes Program is changed to a biennial report. 

•

The annual report submitted by the HCA on the status of access to behavioral health 
services for children and youth is changed to a biennial report.

•

The annual report submitted by the DSHS on individual provider overtime is changed 
to a biennial report.

•

 
Shifting of Reporting Responsibilities.
The annual report on the impacts of the Washington College Grant Program on degree 
completion outcomes, including any increase in the number of students using the extended 
eligibility, must be submitted by the SAC, instead of the OFM.  The SAC's first report to 
the Legislature must be submitted by December 1, 2026.

Amended Bill Compared to Substitute Bill:

The amended bill restores the following reports, which were eliminated in the substitute 
bill: 

the report by the Department of Children, Youth, and Families regarding the number 
of newborns transferred to qualified persons;

•

the annual report by the Health Care Authority on the Public Employees' Benefits 
Board health plan;

•

the report by the Department of Revenue on certain data related to exemptions for 
vehicles using clean alternative fuels and electric vehicles, due beginning October 
2019 and every six months thereafter; and 

•

the annual report by the Department of Ecology regarding the progress on setting 
instream flows.

•

 
The amended bill removes references to the biennial report by the State Board of Education 
and the Washington Professional Educator Standards Board on the progress and obstacles 
related to education goals that is eliminated in the substitute bill.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date of Amended Bill:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the 
session in which the bill is passed.
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Staff Summary of Public Testimony:

(In support) This bill is a good piece of legislation that attempts to right-size the reports that 
get sent to the Legislature for review.
 
(Opposed) None. 

Persons Testifying:  Sheri Sawyer, Office of Financial Management.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

Majority Report: Do pass as amended by Committee on Appropriations and without 
amendment by Committee on State Government & Tribal Relations. Signed by 20 
members: Representatives Ormsby, Chair; Gregerson, Vice Chair; Macri, Vice Chair; 
Couture, Ranking Minority Member; Penner, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Berg, 
Bergquist, Callan, Cortes, Doglio, Fitzgibbon, Leavitt, Lekanoff, Peterson, Pollet, Ryu, 
Springer, Stonier, Street and Thai.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 1 member: Representative Rude.

Minority Report: Without recommendation. Signed by 8 members: Representatives 
Connors, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Burnett, Corry, Dye, Keaton, Manjarrez, 
Marshall and Valdez.

Staff: Dave Johnson (786-7154).

Summary of Recommendation of Committee On Appropriations Compared to 
Recommendation of Committee On State Government & Tribal Relations:

The Appropriations Committee recommends that the currently required Department of 
Revenue report on certain data related to exemptions for vehicles using clean alternative 
fuels and electric vehicles is eliminated.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Effective Date of Amended Bill:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the 
session in which the bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
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(In support) None.
 
(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying:  None.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  None.
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