SENATE BILL REPORT
HB 1215

As Passed Senate, April 7, 2025

Title: An act relating to removing references to pregnancy from the model directive form under
the natural death act.

Brief Description: Removing references to pregnancy from the model directive form under the
natural desth act.

Sponsors:. Representatives Taylor, Stonier, Ryu, Fitzgibbon, Macri, Wylie and Goodman.

Brief History: Passed House: 2/13/25, 57-36.
Committee Activity: Law & Justice: 3/17/25, 3/20/25 [DP, DNP, w/oRec].

Floor Activity: Passed Senate: 4/7/25, 30-19.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Removes pregnancy provision from the model form for an advance
health care directive.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Dhingra, Chair; Trudeau, Vice Chair; Lovick, Salomon and
Valdez.

Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senators Holy, Ranking Member; Fortunato and Wagoner.

Minority Report: That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Torres.

Staff: Ryan Giannini (786-7285)

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Background: Advance Health Care Directives. Generally. An advance hedth care
directive, sometimes referred to as aliving will, is a document that expresses an individual's
preferences regarding the withholding or withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment if the
individual isin aterminal condition or permanent unconscious condition.

Under Washington's Natural Death Act, any individual who is at least 18 years old and has
the capacity to make health care decisions may execute an advance directive. The directive
must be signed by the individual in the presence of two witnesses or signed and
acknowledged before a notary public or other individual authorized by law to take
acknowledgments.

A hedlth care provider who participates in good faith with a patient's advance directive in
accordance with the Natural Desth Act is immune from legal liability or professional
conduct sanction.

Model Form. A model form for an advance health care directive is provided in statute. An
individual may add, delete, or change the wording of the model form, or include other
specific directions beyond those provided in the model form.

In addition to setting forth the option to withhold or withdraw life-sustaining treatment, the
model form contains a pregnancy provision that specifies if an individual has been
diagnosed as pregnant and that diagnosis is known to the individual's physician, the
directive shall have no force or effect during the course of the individual's pregnancy.

Summary of Bill: The pregnancy provision is removed from the model form for an
advance health care directive.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: This bill would make a small but critical
amendment to the advanced health care directive model form which is used by most people
and attorneys. The current model form contains a pregnancy exclusion clause that voids a
health care directive regardless of a person's stage of pregnancy. People believe that they
have to match the model forms in statute, which has caused confusion. A model form could
be found invalid if it does not contain the current pregnancy exclusion. Similar statutory
language in Idaho was found to be unconstitutional. Women should not lose rights because
they are pregnant and fall into a coma. This is an opportunity to provide more options for
individuals for their unique, particular circumstances. People can choose to add the
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pregnancy exception, but the model form should not assume they want such an exception.

CON: The language in the advanced health care directive can aready be stricken by the
signer. A woman signing a health care directive may not have considered the impact of the
directive on a future pregnancy. This is an assault on the life of the unborn at al stages of
pregnancy and an assault on women if they are not given an option on pregnancy. This bill
assumes that a woman wants a child to die with her. This could be rectified by providing an
option to continue or not continue if pregnant.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Representative Jamila Taylor, Prime Sponsor; Sara Ainsworth;

Nancy Sapiro, Cedar River Clinics, American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, End
of Life WA; Y vette Maganya, Lega Voice.

CON: Theresa Schrempp.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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