SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 1244

Asof March 12, 2025

Title: An act relating to training as an alternative to driver license suspension for the
accumulation of certain traffic infractions.

Brief Description: Concerning training as an alternative to driver license suspension for the
accumulation of certain traffic infractions.

Sponsors: House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Representative Wylie;
by request of Department of Licensing).

Brief History: Passed House: 3/3/25, 57-40.
Committee Activity: Law & Justice: 3/17/25.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires the Department of Licensing (DOL) to terminate a 60-day
driver's license suspension early for three or more moving violationsin a
one-year period, or four or more violations in a two-year period when a
person completes a safe driving course approved by DOL.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE
Staff: Joe McKittrick (786-7287)

Background: When a person commits a moving violation on three or more occasions
within a one-year period, or on four or more occasions within a two-year period, the
Department of Licensing (DOL) is required to suspend that person's driver's license for 60
days and to set a probation period of one year beginning from the date the driver's license
suspension ends. Prior to reinstatement of a driver'slicense, the person must complete a safe
driving course approved by DOL. In order to have a suspended license reinstated, the driver
must provide DOL proof of car insurance and pay a $20 reissuance fee.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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It isaviolation of the driver's license probation if the person is convicted of any additional
traffic infractions for moving violations. Such a conviction will also result in an additional
30-day license suspension.

DOL is required to send a person notice that an addition infraction will result in their
driver's license being suspended for 60 days when the person has committed a moving
violation on two occasions within a one-year period or on three occasions within a two-year
period.

Summary of Bill: When DOL sends notice that a person's driver's license will be
suspended for committing three or more moving violations within a one-year period, or four
or more moving violations within a two-year period, any time after receipt of the notice, the
person may have their license reinstated by providing proof of completion of a safe driving
course, meeting any applicable car insurance requirements, and paying the reissuance fee.
Once aperson’'s license is reinstated the person is subject to a one-year license probation.
Early driver's license suspension for safe driving course completion may only be granted
once every five years. A person is not eligible for early reinstatement for a probation
violation that occurs during the period of probation.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect on April 1, 2026.
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