
SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 1848

As Passed Senate, April 26, 2025

Title:  An act relating to services and supports for individuals with traumatic brain injuries.

Brief Description:  Concerning services and supports for individuals with traumatic brain 
injuries.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives 
Doglio, Goodman, Parshley, Salahuddin and Wylie).

Brief History: Passed House: 4/18/25, 87-10.
Committee Activity:  Ways & Means: 4/23/25, 4/25/25 [DP, DNP, w/oRec].

Floor Activity:  Passed Senate: 4/26/25, 37-9.

Brief Summary of Bill

Increases the traffic infraction fee deposited in the Traumatic Brain 
Injury Account (Account) from $5 to $10 per infraction.

•

Requires that at least 30 percent of the annual expenditures from the 
Account be used exclusively for in-person support groups for individuals 
with a traumatic brain injury and their families, programs designed for 
social integration, peer-to-peer mentoring, and equitable geographic 
access to programs. 

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Robinson, Chair; Stanford, Vice Chair, Operating; Trudeau, Vice 

Chair, Capital; Frame, Vice Chair, Finance; Gildon, Ranking Member, Operating; Torres, 
Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Dozier, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; 
Boehnke, Braun, Cleveland, Conway, Dhingra, Hansen, Kauffman, Muzzall, Pedersen, 
Riccelli, Saldaña, Warnick, Wellman and Wilson, C..

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senator Schoesler, Ranking Member, Capital.

Minority Report: That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senators Hasegawa and Wagoner.

Staff: Maria Hovde (786-7474)

Background:  Traumatic Brain Injury. A traumatic brain injury is an injury to the brain 
caused by an external force.  The causes of a traumatic brain injury include falling, car 
accidents, and violence, among other things.
 
Washington Traumatic Brain Injury Strategic Partnership Advisory Council. The 
Washington Traumatic Brain Injury Strategic Partnership Advisory Council (Council) is 
responsible for coordinating with the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) on 
a comprehensive statewide plan to address the needs of individuals with traumatic brain 
injuries, providing recommendations to DSHS on criteria used to select support group 
programs that receive support from the Traumatic Brain Injury Account (Account), and 
reporting periodically to the Legislature and the Governor. 
 
Council membership includes gubernatorial appointees and representatives of state 
and nonprofit agencies. 
 
Traumatic Brain Injury Account. The Account is an appropriated account administered by 
DSHS.  The Account is funded by a $5 fee imposed on traffic infractions.  Funds from the 
Account may only be used:

to support activities listed in the statewide traumatic brain injury comprehensive plan;•
to provide a public awareness campaign and services related to traumatic brain 
injuries;

•

for information and referral services; and•
for costs of DSHS staff providing support for the Council.•

Summary of Bill:  The traffic infraction fee deposited in the Account is increased from $5 
to $10 per infraction.
 
The public awareness campaign to persuade Washington residents of the issues facing 
individuals with traumatic brain injuries is expanded to include information on the 
availability and benefits of in-person peer support groups, community integration programs, 
and other services designed to assist individuals with traumatic brain injuries and their 
families.  
 
Traumatic Brain Injury Account. At least 30 percent of the annual expenditures from the 
Account must be used exclusively for:

establishing and maintaining peer led and community-based in-person support groups •
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for individuals with a traumatic brain injury and their families;
developing structured skills-building programs designed to promote social integration 
and functional recovery for individuals of all ages, including pediatric-focused 
initiatives;

•

supporting initiatives that provide direct peer-to-peer mentoring and navigation 
assistance for newly injured individuals and their families, including hospital-to-
community initiatives; and

•

ensuring equitable access to support groups and community-based programs across 
urban and rural regions.  

•

 
DSHS must ensure that funds dedicated to in-person support groups, the expansion of 
structured programs that facilitate direct peer-to-peer connection for individuals and family 
members impacted by traumatic brain injuries, and community integration programs 
prioritize peer engagement and are not disproportionately allocated to virtual-only support 
structures. 
 
Federal Funding. DSHS must proactively seek, apply for, and secure federal funding 
opportunities.  These efforts shall be conducted in coordination with the Council.  Federal 
funds obtained pursuant to this subsection must supplement the traffic infraction fee 
amounts collected and must be deposited into the Account.  DSHS shall ensure that any 
federal funds received enhance, rather than supplant, existing state funding dedicated to in-
person support groups, community integration activities, and peer-to-peer recovery 
initiatives. 
 
DSHS must make every effort to disburse revenue that is the result of the traffic infraction 
fee or federal funds in a diverse manner to include rural areas of the state. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Traumatic brain injuries (TBI) disrupt social 
networks and friendships and limited social networks are associated with more negative 
outcomes. Prior to the pandemic, the TBI community was thriving with support. Now, there 
is no state funding for in-person support groups and facilitator training. This bill will restore 
funding for these needed services.

Persons Testifying:  PRO: Desiree Douglass, HeadStrong; Barb George, Grays Harbor 
Brain Injury Support Group; Serry Bauer; Laura Dahmer White.
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Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  No one.
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