SENATE BILL REPORT
EHB 2156

As of February 20, 2026
Title: An act relating to the authority of investigators of the attorney general's office.
Brief Description: Concerning the authority of investigators of the attorney general's office.

Sponsors: Representatives Obras, Goodman, Leavitt, Reed, Zahn, Thomas, Gregerson, Ormsby,
Reeves, Thal, Macri, Fosse and Salahuddin; by request of Attorney General.

Brief History: Passed House: 2/16/26, 54-43.
Committee Activity: Law & Justice: 2/20/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

 Directs the Office of the Attorney Genera to designate investigators as
limited authority Washington peace officers who may investigate
economic and financial crimes.

* Requires the investigators to comply with certain peace officer training
and certification requirements and prohibits them from being armed or
detaining or arresting individuals.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE
Staff: Maya ltah (786-7087)

Background: Attorney General's Concurrent Authority to Investigate and Prosecute
Crimes. Theattorney general has concurrent authority with a prosecuting attorney to
investigate and prosecute crimes. In order for the attorney general to exercise this authority,
a county prosecuting attorney, the Governor, or a majority of the committee charged with
oversight of the Washington State Patrol's Organized Crime Intelligence Unit must either
request or concur in the attorney general's exercise of that authority.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Search Warrants. The Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article 1,
section 7 of the Washington Constitution require all searches to be reasonable. A search is
reasonable if it is based on probable cause and supported by a search warrant signed by a
judicial officer. A law enforcement officer must obtain a warrant to search for evidence
unless a recognized exception to the warrant requirement applies. Evidence obtained
through an unlawful search isinadmissible against a defendant in a criminal prosecution.

Limited Authority Washington Peace Officers. A limited authority Washington peace
officer is an officer for an agency, political subdivision, or local government that
apprehends or detects persons committing infractions or violating traffic or criminal laws in
subject areas limited to the agency's authority. Examples of limited authority law
enforcement agencies include the Department of Social and Health Services and the
Department of Corrections.

Criminal Justice Training Commission. The Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC)
has the power to grant, deny, suspend, and revoke certification for peace officers. Limited
authority peace officers must be certified if they have arrest powers and carry firearms as
part of their everyday duties.

Background Investigation. An applicant must submit to a background investigation if they
have a conditional offer of employment as a peace officer, or as a limited authority peace
officer who would have arrest powers and carry firearms as part of their everyday duties.
The investigation considers a number of different factors, including the applicant's criminal
history, law enforcement employment disciplinary history, and social media accounts. The
investigation aso requires the applicant to submit to psychological and polygraph
examinations.

As a condition of certification, a peace officer must authorize the release of their personnel
files, including disciplinary, termination, civil investigation, criminal investigation, or other
records or information directly related to a certification matter or decertification matter
before the CJTC.

Summary of Bill: The attorney general must designate investigator positions that are
limited authority Washington peace officers. An investigator designated as a limited
authority peace officer may investigate economic and financial crimes.

Definitions. In this context, an investigator is defined as an employee of the Office of the
Attorney General whose job responsibilities include investigation of suspected economic or
financial crimes. Medicaid fraud control unit personnel are excluded from this definition.

Economic and financial crimes are defined as crimes that violate laws applicable to the
Department of Revenue, the Department of Labor and Industries, and the Office of the
Insurance Commissioner, as well as felony offenses involving fraudulent use of property for
financial gain. An economic and financial crime does not include:
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e civil or administrative violations,

* actions brought under the Consumer Protection Act;

* regulatory, licensing, tax, labor, campaign finance, or environmental violations; or

 offenses where financial loss is incidental and not a primary element of the crimes,
unless the violation isindependently chargeable as afelony offense.

Investigator Requirements, Limitations, and Duties. Investigators are subject to the relevant
training requirements of the CJTC, as well as the peace officer background check, personnel
file release, and criminal history record check. The attorney general may not employ any
person as an investigator if that person's history or conduct meets the standards requiring
denial, suspension, or revocation of a peace officer's certification.

An investigator may not have the authority to detain or arrest individuals, and they may not
be armed.

An investigator's authority to serve search warrants is limited to electronic service on a
business after the search warrant is approved by a judicia officer. Before applying for the
warrant, the investigator must attest that they have read the Fourth Amendment of the
United States Constitution.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available. New fiscal note requested on February 19, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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