SENATE BILL REPORT
EHB 2156

As Passed Senate - Amended, March 5, 2026
Title: An act relating to the authority of investigators of the attorney general's office.
Brief Description: Concerning the authority of investigators of the attorney general's office.

Sponsors: Representatives Obras, Goodman, Leavitt, Reed, Zahn, Thomas, Gregerson, Ormsby,
Reeves, Thal, Macri, Fosse and Salahuddin; by request of Attorney General.

Brief History: Passed House: 2/16/26, 54-43.
Committee Activity: Law & Justice: 2/20/26, 2/24/26 [DPA, DNP).

Floor Activity: Passed Senate - Amended: 3/5/26, 29-109.

Brief Summary of Bill
(As Amended by Senate)

* Directs the Office of the Attorney General to designate investigators as
limited authority Washington peace officers who may investigate
economic and financial crimes.

* Requires the investigators to comply with applicable Criminal Justice
Training Commission requirements and prohibits them from being armed
or detaining or arresting individuals.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE

Majority Report: Do pass as amended.
Signed by Senators Dhingra, Chair; Trudeau, Vice Chair; Lovick, Salomon and
Valdez.

Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senators Holy, Ranking Member; Fortunato, Torres and Wagoner.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Staff: Maya ltah (786-7087)

Background: Attorney General's Concurrent Authority to Investigate and Prosecute
Crimes. Theattorney general has concurrent authority with a prosecuting attorney to
investigate and prosecute crimes. In order for the attorney general to exercise this authority,
a county prosecuting attorney, the Governor, or a majority of the committee charged with
oversight of the Washington State Patrol's Organized Crime Intelligence Unit must either
request or concur in the attorney general's exercise of that authority.

Search Warrants. The Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution and Article 1,
section 7 of the Washington Constitution require all searches to be reasonable. A search is
reasonable if it is based on probable cause and supported by a search warrant signed by a
judicial officer. A law enforcement officer must obtain a warrant to search for evidence
unless a recognized exception to the warrant requirement applies. Evidence obtained
through an unlawful search isinadmissible against a defendant in a criminal prosecution.

Limited Authority Washington Peace Officers. A limited authority Washington peace
officer is an officer for an agency, political subdivision, or local government that
apprehends or detects persons committing infractions or violating traffic or criminal lawsin
subject areas limited to the agency's authority. Examples of limited authority law
enforcement agencies include the Department of Social and Health Services and the
Department of Corrections.

Criminal Justice Training Commission. The Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC)
has the power to grant, deny, suspend, and revoke certification for peace officers. Limited
authority peace officers must be certified if they have arrest powers and carry firearms as
part of their everyday duties. The CTJC aso provides training for those in the law
enforcement, corrections, public safety, and criminal justice fields.

Summary of Amended Bill: The attorney general must designate investigator positions
that are limited authority Washington peace officers. An investigator designated as a limited
authority peace officer may investigate economic and financial crimes.

Definitions. In this context, an investigator is defined as an employee of the Office of the
Attorney General whose job responsibilities include investigation of suspected economic or
financial crimes. Medicaid fraud control unit personnel are excluded from this definition.

Investigator Requirements, Limitations, and Duties. Investigators are subject to all
applicable CJTC requirements, including but not limited to training and criminal
background checks. The attorney general may not employ any person as an investigator if
that person's history or conduct meets the standards requiring denial, suspension, or
revocation of a peace officer's certification.

An investigator may not have the authority to detain or arrest individuals, and they may not
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be armed.

An investigator's authority to serve search warrants is limited to electronic service on a
business after the search warrant is approved by ajudicial officer.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available. New fiscal note requested on February 19, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony on Engrossed House Bill: The committee
recommended a different version of the bill than what was heard. PRO: This bill allows the
Attorney General's Office to better investigate and solve organized retail crimes plaguing
the state, as well as wage theft and fraud crimes. The Attorney General's Office needs
access to records to prove that these crimes occurred, and to access those records, it needs
warrants. This bill doubles down on the Legislature's prior investment by allowing the
Attorney General's Office to bestow limited authority peace officer commissions on
investigators so they can ask for search warrants. This bill does not give investigators arrest
powers or arm them. All the bill allows investigators to do is hit send on an email with a
PDF of a search warrant attached to it. This bill removes the burden on loca law
enforcement to drop what they're doing to help. The Attorney General's Office currently
engages in deconfliction. This bill clarifies the attorney general's concurrent investigative
authority with appropriate guardrails. This bill may improve coordination in complex cases,
especially once that cross jurisdictional lines. This bill limits investigators' authority and
requires judicial authorization for search warrants. This bill addresses pervasive organized
retail crime. Washington is the number one state when it comes to small businesses most
impacted by retail theft.

CON: The Attorney General's Office cannot be watchdog over law enforcement agencies
while being alaw enforcement agency. The language of this bill should mirror the language
in the statute on missing and murdered indigenous women and people, because that statute
requires the permission of a law enforcement agency with primary territorial jurisdiction.
The Attorney Genera's Office needs to engage in deconfliction efforts with the law
enforcement agencies of primary territorial jurisdiction. We do not want each agency to
conduct a criminal investigation of the same thing unbeknownst to the other. This hill
should prohibit the Attorney General's Office from doing a criminal investigation and then
also prosecuting that case. A prosecutor in a matter cannot also be a witness in the same
case.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Representative Edwin Obras, Prime Sponsor; Tienney Milnor,
Attorney Genera Office; Crystal Leatherman, Washington Retail Association.
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CON: James McMahan, WA Assoc Sheriffs & Police Chiefs.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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