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Title:  An act relating to reducing impacts from derelict vessels.

Brief Description:  Reducing impacts from derelict vessels.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by 
Representatives Richards, Leavitt, Ryu, Ramel, Simmons, Reed, Parshley, Zahn, Nance, 
Bronoske, Morgan and Bernbaum).

Brief History: Passed House: 2/11/26, 95-0.
Committee Activity:  Agriculture & Natural Resources: 2/19/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

Modifies the definition of a derelict vessel under the Derelict Vessel 
Removal Program administered by the Department of Natural Resources.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Staff: Jeff Olsen (786-7428)

Background:  The Derelict Vessel Removal Program (DVRP) is administered by the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  Under the DVRP, certain authorized public 
entities, including DNR and other public entities that own or manage aquatic lands, may 
take custody and dispose of abandoned or derelict vessels on aquatic lands within their 
jurisdiction.
 
To be considered a derelict vessel, a vessel must be left on public waters or property, left on 
private property without authorization, or left for seven days and be in danger of sinking, 
obstructing a waterway, or endangering life or property.  Derelict vessels have a known 
owner who exerts control over the vessel and can be located.
 

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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A vessel must be left in the same area for a period of 30 consecutive days, or 90 days in a 
365-day period to be considered abandoned.  Abandoned vessels have an owner that is 
unknown, cannot be located, or is unwilling to take control of the vessel.
 
Before an authorized public entity may take custody of a derelict or abandoned vessel, the 
public entity must take certain steps to publicize notice of its intent.  Once the public entity 
takes custody of a vessel, it may use or dispose of the vessel in any environmentally sound 
manner after first attempting to derive some value from it.  The owner of an abandoned or 
derelict vessel is responsible for the cost of removal and disposal of the vessel.  It is a 
misdemeanor to cause a vessel to become abandoned or derelict.  The owner of a seized 
vessel may request a hearing before the Pollution Control Hearings Board within 30 days of 
the date the public entity took custody to appeal either the seizure or the amount of 
reimbursement owed.

Summary of Bill:  The definition of a derelict vessel is modified to:
remove the requirement that the owner is known, able to be located, and exerts 
control of the vessel; and

•

include vessels that have been in violation of registration requirements for at least two 
annual registration periods and are prioritized for removal by DNR or another 
authorized public entity.

•

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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