
SENATE BILL REPORT
ESHB 2225

As Passed Senate - Amended, March 6, 2026

Title:  An act relating to regulation of artificial intelligence companion chatbots.

Brief Description:  Regulating artificial intelligence companion chatbots.

Sponsors:  House Committee on Technology, Economic Development, & Veterans (originally 
sponsored by Representatives Callan, Thomas, Ryu, Parshley, Simmons, Leavitt, Berry, 
Reed, Cortes, Mena, Rule, Stearns, Zahn, Eslick, Street, Wylie, Duerr, Kloba, Scott, Paul, 
Gregerson, Ormsby, Goodman, Reeves, Shavers, Thai, Macri, Fosse, Hill, Pollet and 
Salahuddin; by request of Governor Ferguson).

Brief History: Passed House: 2/17/26, 69-28.
Committee Activity:  Environment, Energy & Technology: 2/20/26 [DP, DNP, w/oRec].

Floor Activity:  Passed Senate - Amended: 3/6/26, 43-5.

Brief Summary of Bill 
(As Amended by Senate)

Requires that companion chatbot users receive notification that they are 
interacting with artificial intelligence and provides specific requirements 
and protections related to minors.

•

Specifies companion chatbot operator requirements related to preventing 
and responding to user expressions of self-harm. 

•

Provides for enforcement under the Consumer Protection Act. •

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY & TECHNOLOGY

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Shewmake, Chair; Hunt, Vice Chair; Slatter, Vice Chair; Dhingra, 

Liias, Lovelett and Wellman.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senators Boehnke, Ranking Member; MacEwen.

Minority Report: That it be referred without recommendation.
Signed by Senator Harris.

Staff: Alicia Kinne-Clawson (786-7407)

Background:  Artificial Intelligence. Artificial intelligence (AI) is defined and understood 
in different ways. The National Institute of Standards and Technology, in its AI Risk 
Management Framework, defines an AI system as an engineered or machine-based system 
that can, for a given set of objectives, generate outputs such as predictions, 
recommendations, or decisions influencing real or virtual environments. In 2024, the 
Legislature established the AI Task Force, administered by the Office of the Attorney 
General. The AI Task Force is tasked with assessing current uses and trends of AI and 
making recommendations to the Legislature regarding guidelines and potential legislation 
for the use of AI systems.
 
Consumer Protection Act. A person injured by a violation of the Consumer Protection Act 
(CPA) may bring a civil action to enjoin violations and recover certain damages, costs, and 
attorneys' fees. The AGO may bring an action in the name of the state, or on behalf of 
persons residing in the state, against any person to enjoin violations of the CPA and obtain 
restitution, and may seek civil penalties against any person who violates the CPA. Civil 
penalties are paid to the state. 

Summary of Amended Bill:  A user of a companion chatbot must be notified that they are 
interacting with AI and not a human. The notification must be at the beginning of the 
interaction and at least every three hours.
 
If the chatbot operator knows the user is a minor, it must notify the user that the chatbot is 
AI and not a human. Notification must be provided at least once per hour. The chatbot 
operator must use reasonable measures to prevent the AI chatbot from generating or 
producing sexually explicit content. A chatbot operator must implement reasonable 
measures to prohibit the chatbot from engaging in manipulative engagement techniques to 
keep a user engaged, including mimicking a romantic partnership, outputs designed to 
promote isolation from family or friends, encouraging minors to withhold information from 
parents or trusted adults, statements that discourage breaks, or soliciting gift-giving or 
in app purchases that are framed as necessary to maintain the relationship with the AI 
companion. 
 
An AI chatbot operator shall not deploy a chatbot unless it maintains and implements a 
protocol for detecting and addressing suicidal ideation and harm. The protocol must: 

include reasonable methods for identifying expressions of self-harm or suicide;•
provide automated or human responses that include a referral for crisis services; and•
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prevent the generation of content encouraging or describing self-harm.•
 
An operator must disclose on their website, mobile, or web-based application the details of 
the required protocols, including safeguards used to detect and respond to self-harm 
expressions and the number of crisis referral notifications issued in the preceding calendar 
year.
 
Violations of the bill's requirements are deemed to affect the public interest and constitute 
an unfair or deceptive act in trade or commerce for purposes of the CPA.
 
Companion chatbot is defined as a system with a natural language interface that exhibits 
anthropomorphic features and is able to sustain a relationship with a user. A companion 
chatbot is not a bot used for business or productivity, featured in a video game with limited 
replies, narrowly tailored educational tools, or a standalone consumer electronic device. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  No public hearing was held.

Persons Testifying:  N/A

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying:  N/A
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