SENATE BILL REPORT
SHB 2472

As Passed Senate, March 3, 2026

Title: An act relating to ensuring that work on fire protection sprinkler systemsis performed by
licensed contractors and certified fitters.

Brief Description: Ensuring that work on fire protection sprinkler systemsis performed by
licensed contractors and certified fitters.

Sponsors. House Committee on Labor & Workplace Standards (originally sponsored by
Representatives Bronoske, Berry, Ormsby, Obras, Bernbaum, Fosse, Timmons, Zahn,
Parshley, Hall, Cortes, Thomas and Donaghy).

Brief History: Passed House: 2/10/26, 92-3.
Committee Activity: Labor & Commerce: 2/20/26, 2/23/26 [DP, DNP].

Floor Activity: Passed Senate: 3/3/26, 45-3.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Adds enforcement provisions to the statutes relating to fire system
sprinkler contractors and fitters.

* Requires the Director of Fire Protection (Director) to investigate
violations.

* Requires contractors to provide evidence of licensure upon request and
fire code officials to notify the Director of violations.

 Allows the Director or fire code officials to issue stop work orders and a
fire code official to determine if public safety warrants the removal of a
fire protection sprinkler system or its components.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOR & COMMERCE

Majority Report: Do pass.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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Signed by Senators Saldaria, Chair; Alvarado, Vice Chair; Conway, Vice Chair; King,
Ranking Member; Hunt and Stanford.

Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senators MacEwen and Schoesler.

Staff: Jarrett Sacks (786-7448)

Background: Fire Protection System Contractors. The state Director of Fire Protection
(Director), issues licenses and certificates to businesses and individuals for the installation,
inspection, maintenance, or servicing of afire protection sprinkler system. To be licensed as
a fire protection system contractor (Contractor), a person or firm must have a valid
certificate of competency, comply with certain insurance requirements, file an application,
and pay the required fees. A person must have passed an examination and meet other
requirements to obtain a certificate of competency. The Director may adopt rules pertaining
to fire sprinkler systems and may issue infractions for violations of applicable state laws and
agency rules.

Fire Protection Sprinkler Fitting. The Director administers examinations, issues certificates
of competency, and enforces state law for fire protection sprinkler fitting. A person may not
perform fire protection sprinkler fitting without having a valid sprinkler fitter certificate.
Upon request by an authorized representative of the Director, a person performing sprinkler
fitting must produce evidence of a certificate. Penalties for infractions are set by rule.

Summary of Bill: Upon request of afire code official, a Contractor performing work on a
fire protection sprinkler system must produce evidence of licensure. If the Contractor
working on a fire protection sprinkler system does not have a license, or is otherwise
committing a violation, the fire code official may issue a stop work order on the project and
must notify the Director. A stop work order remains in effect until the fire code officia or
state director of fire protection finds that the contractor isin compliance. A fire code official
may determine whether public safety warrants the removal and replacement of a fire
protection sprinkler system or any component that has been installed, altered, or extended
by an unlicensed Contractor. Similar provisions and requirements are added to the laws
applying to fire protection sprinkler fitting.

A fire code official is any person authorized by a city, town, county, or local governing
body with jurisdiction over fire industry regulation or any other person authorized by the
Director to conduct enforcement.

The Director or their authorized representative must investigate alleged violations of the
laws related to fire sprinkler system contractors. The Director may require a Contractor to
provide all relevant payroll records pertaining to an active investigation.

Appropriation: None.
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Fiscal Note: Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: The hill is the result of stakeholder work
between al of the parties. Compliance requires cooperation between state and local
authorities. The bill allows local authorities to require proof of licensure because they are
more likely to be on the job site. The bill improves processing times by requiring the ability
to request payroll records. The state does not have a robust enforcement process and is

complaint dependent. That often occurs after installation is complete.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Neil Hartman, Washington State Association Of UA Plumbers
& Pipefitters; Suzanne Mayr, National Fire Sprinkler Association.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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