SENATE BILL REPORT
E2SHB 2637

As of February 20, 2026

Title: An act relating to safeguarding personal information entrusted to agencies that is of no
legitimate concern to the public.

Brief Description: Safeguarding personal information entrusted to agencies that is of no
legitimate concern to the public.

Sponsors: House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Gregerson, Mena, Davis, Stearns, Ortiz-Self, Parshley, Fosse, Obras, Goodman, Ormsby,
Taylor, Zahn, Macri, Ramel, Santos and Peterson).

Brief History: Passed House: 2/16/26, 52-45.
Committee Activity: State Government, Tribal Affairs & Elections: 2/20/26.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Expands the types of personal information exempt from disclosure under
the Public Records Act.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, TRIBAL AFFAIRS &
ELECTIONS

Staff: Greg Vogel (786-7413)

Background: The Public Records Act (PRA), enacted in 1972 as part of Initiative 276,
requires that all state and local government agencies make all public records available for
public inspection and copying unless certain statutory exemptions apply. Specific references
in the PRA and other statutes remove certain information from application of the PRA,
provide exceptions to the public disclosure and copying of certain information, or designate
certain information as confidential. The provisions requiring public records disclosure must
be interpreted liberally while the exemptions are interpreted narrowly to effectuate the
genera policy favoring disclosure.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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A number of PRA exemptions apply to personal information. Some exemptions list the
specific type of personal information that is exempt, and some exemptions also include
invasion of privacy as arequired element. Such PRA exemptions include:

» persona information in any files maintained for students in public schools, patients or
clients of public institutions or public health agencies, or welfare recipients;

» persona information in files maintained for employees, appointees, or elected
officias of any public agency to the extent that disclosure would violate their right to
privacy;

* credit card numbers, debit card numbers, electronic check numbers, card expiration
dates, or bank or other financia information, including social security numbers and
driver's license numbers; and

 any record used to prove identity, age, residential address, social security number, or
other personal information required to apply for adriver'slicense or identicard.

Summary of Bill: The following personal information that is maintained by an agency is
exempt from disclosure under the PRA, except where disclosure of such information or
record containing such information is specifically and expressly required under state or
federal law or as specified below:

» aperson's age, language preference, and place of birth;

» aperson'sdate of birth, except for the year of birth in avoter registration record,;

» residential addresses except for addresses retained by the agency as a person's
business address or contained in voter registration or real property records;

» a person's location, precise geolocation data, or GPS coordinates, except when an
agency employeeis engaging in official duties within the scope of employment;

» government-issued identifiers such as a person's social security number, passport
number, driver's license number, student number, vehicle license plate number, or
application number; and

* individual consumer utility account data.

Appropriation: The bill contains a null and void clause requiring specific funding be
provided in an omnibus appropriation act.

Fiscal Note: Available. New fiscal note requested on February 17, 2026.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: CON: The PRA is a fairly intricate and balanced
series of disclosures and non-disclosures that involves records that are shared. Overlaying
this with a blanket exemption we think imperils this system in some ways. While the

ostensible purpose of this bill is to keep information from the federal government, we don't
think the bill does this, as the federal government does not rely on the PRA to get access to
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records. As news media we have one particular problem with the bill and that is access to
date of birth, which we use to positively identify people who have been arrested or
incarcerated. The bill isalso very expensive for agencies to implement.

Persons Testifying: CON: Richard Varn, Coalition for Sensible Public Records Access;
ROBERT McCLURE, Washington Coalition for Open Government; Rowland Thompson,
Allied Daily Newspapers and WSABroadcasters.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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