SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5229

As of January 30, 2025

Title: An act relating to facilitating civil commitment for treatment for a person requiring
revival by opioid overdose reversal medication.

Brief Description: Facilitating civil commitment for treatment for a person requiring revival by
opioid overdose reversal medication.

Sponsors: Senator Wagoner.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Law & Justice: 1/27/25.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Increases options for proving a person is gravely disabled by a
behaviora health disorder for the purposes of involuntary commitment
by alowing proof that within the past two weeks the person has required
revival by opioid overdose reversal medication to prevent a fatality or
probable fatality.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON LAW & JUSTICE
Staff: Kevin Black (786-7747)

Background: A designated crisis responder (DCR) may detain a person for involuntary
commitment based on a behavioral health disorder if, following an investigation, the DCR
determines that, due to a behavioral health disorder, the person presents a likelihood of
serious harm or is gravely disabled.

A person presents a likelihood of serious harm if, due to a behavioral health disorder, there
is a substantial risk the person will inflict physical harm on themself or others, or on the
property of others, as evidenced by behavior which has caused such harm or places othersin
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reasonable fear of harm. It may also mean that the person has threatened the physical safety
of another and has a history of one or more violent acts.

A personisgravely disabled if, due to amental disorder:
» they are in danger of serious physical harm resulting from a failure to provide for
their essential human needs of health or safety; or
» they manifest severe deterioration in routine functioning evidenced by repeated and
escalating loss of cognitive or volitional control over their actions and are not
receiving such care asis essentia for their health or safety.

A DCR may initiate 120 hours of detention, excluding weekends and holidays, in an
evauation and treatment facility or secure withdrawal management and stabilization
facility, after which the person must be released unless a petition is filed asking a court to
authorize a longer period of detention for treatment, beginning with 14 days and, if
subsequent petitions are filed, increasing to 90 days and then successive periods of 180
days. At such court hearings, the person has the right to counsel and a panoply of
constitutional rights to challenge their commitment.

Summary of Bill: The bill asreferred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill (Proposed Substitute): The options for proving that a person is gravely
disabled due to a behavioral health disorder for the purposes of involuntary commitment are
expanded to allow proof that the person has, within two weeks prior to their initia
detention, required revival by opioid overdose reversal medication to prevent a fatality or
near fatality.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 23, 2025.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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