SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5319

Asof January 22, 2025
Title: An act relating to establishing surface mine reclamation permit fees.
Brief Description: Establishing surface mine reclamation permit fees.

Sponsors:. Senators Shewmake, Chapman and Nobles; by request of Department of Natural
Resources.

Brief History:

Committee Activity: Agriculture & Natural Resources: 1/27/25.

Brief Summary of Bill
* Increases certain surface mine reclamation permit fees.

» Directs the Department of Natural Resources to advise applicants
revising a surface mine reclamation permit or plan, of any information
necessary to successfully complete the application within 60 days.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Staff: ElenaBecker (786-7493)

Background: Surface Mine Reclamation Program. The Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) Surface Mine Reclamation Program was created by legislation in 1971 with the
stated purpose of ensuring that the usefulness, productivity, and scenic value of al lands
and waters involved in surface mining within the state receive the greatest practical degree
of protection and reclamation at the earliest opportunity following completion of surface
mining.

Washington law requires miners or permit holders to have obtained a reclamation permit
from DNR before engaging in surface mining. The reclamation permit application includes
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descriptions of the type of surface mining to be performed, a description of the minerals to
be mined, any applicable State Environmental Policy Act documents, and other materials.

The Surface Mine Reclamation Program is funded through annual permit fees and permit
application fees.

Summary of Bill: Several surface mine reclamation permit fees are increased. The fee for
revision of an existing reclamation permit or reclamation plan is increased from $2,500 to
$4,500. The annua fee for public or private permit holders is increased from $2,000 to
$3,500, except that the annual fee for a public permit holder for mines used exclusively for
public works projectsis $2,500.

DNR is directed to advise applicants revising a surface mine reclamation permit or plan, of
any information necessary to successfully complete the application within 60 days.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Requested on January 17, 2024.
Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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