SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5464

As of January 30, 2025

Title: An act relating to promoting the better understanding of certain federal standards related
to commercial driver's licenses.

Brief Description: Promoting the better understanding of certain federal standards related to
commercial driver'slicenses.

Sponsors: Senators King, Torres, Chapman and Dozier.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Transportation: 2/03/25.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires the Department of Licensing (DOL) to update rules clarifying
how Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration standards impact an
applicant's ability to receive or renew a commercial driver's license
(CDL) based on their domicile or immigration status.

* Requires DOL to train staff handling CDL applications on necessary
documentation, available options and resource materials, and steps to aid
applicants in CDL issuance or renewal based on their domicile and
immigration status.

* Requires DOL to make available to CDL schools, applicants, and holders
materials on how a person's domicile and immigration status might
impact their ability to receive or renew a CDL.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
Staff: Brandon Popovac (786-7465)

Background: Commercial driver's license (CDL) issuance, requirements, and restrictions

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.

Senate Bill Report -1- SB 5464



within Washington State are governed by the Uniform Commercial Driver's License Act,
which implements the federa Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 (FMCSA) as
administered by the federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Administration
(Administration), and state rules adopted by the Department of Licensing (DOL).

A person must have a CDL to legally drive a commercia vehicle in Washington State. To
obtain a CDL, a person must apply to DOL and satisfy the following requirements:
* isaresident of the state;
* has successfully completed an approved commercial driver instruction course;
* has passed a knowledge and skills test that complies with state and federal
reguirements; and
* has fulfilled the requirements of the FMCSA, together with any other state laws or
other federa regulations.

An applicant for an initial or renewal CDL under the FMCSA must provide proof of United
States citizenship or lawful permanent residency. An applicant domiciled in a foreign
jurisdiction must apply for a nondomiciled CDL and be issued such CDL if they satisfy all
other CDL requirements and provide an unexpired employment authorization document
(EAD) or unexpired foreign passport.

Administration guidance released in March 2019 provides that drivers who are citizens of
Canada and Mexico are not eligible for a nondomiciled CDL since CDLs issued by Canada
and Mexico are in accordance with FMCSA rules. DOL eligibility rules for CDL issuance
further provides that a driver who is a citizen of Canada or Mexico and resident of
Washington State, but only has an EAD, may not be issued a state or nondomiciled CDL.
Administration guidance released in May 2023 provides that states may issue nondomiciled
CDLs to persons who are citizens of Mexico but are present in the United States under the
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) immigration policy and have obtained
DACA status. Such persons must satisfy federal nondomiciled CDL requirements, including
possession of an EAD, and have never held a CDL issued by Mexico.

Summary of Bill: DOL must update its rules on CDL €ligibility to clarify how
Administration standards regarding a person's domicile and immigration status impact their
ability to receive or renew aCDL.

DOL must regularly train staff who handle CDL applications on:
* necessary documentation to show proof of citizenship, lawful residency, or
nondomiciled status to receive or renew a CDL
 available options for CDL applicants based on their domicile and immigration status;
and
» steps to guide CDL applicants to the appropriate application and renewal materials
based on their domicile and immigration status.

DOL must regularly update such training to maintain alignment with federal requirements.
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DOL must make available to all CDL training schools, applicants, and holders materials on
how a person's domicile and immigration status might impact their ability to receive or
renew a CDL, including other licensing options based on the person's domicile and
immigration status and any exceptions to licensure standards issued by the Administration.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 28, 2025.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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