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Brief Description:  Concerning the sale of surplus property by water-sewer districts.

Sponsors:  Senators Goehner, Short, Cleveland, Orwall, Muzzall, Salomon and Wagoner.

Senate Committee on Local Government
House Committee on Local Government

Background:  Water-sewer districts are special-purpose districts that provide water supply 
and wastewater management services to residents and businesses within a defined 
geographic area. These districts operate independently from city and county governments 
and are governed by a board of commissioners (board). The powers of a district include the 
authority to purchase, construct, maintain, and supply waterworks to furnish water to 
residents and businesses, and to develop and operate systems of sewers and drainage. 
Districts also have authority to regulate service rates, water usage, sewer systems, and 
drainage operations within their jurisdiction.
 
The board of a district may publicly or privately sell property belonging to the district if the 
board determines that:

the property is not needed for district purposes; and•
the board gives notice of its intent to sell.•

 
Notice is not required for selling personal property valued less than $2,500.
 
Real property valued over $5,000 may not be privately sold.

Summary:  The value of water-sewer district property that may be sold without public 
notice is increased from $2,500 to $5,400.
 
The value of water-sewer district real property that may be sold privately is increased from 
$5,000 to $7,500.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Votes on Final Passage:

2025 Regular Session

Senate 45 1

2026 Regular Session

Senate 48 1

House 94 0

Final Passage Votes
Effective: June 11, 2026
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