SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5542

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Higher Education & Workforce Development, February 10, 2025

Title: An act relating to tuition waivers for high school completers at community and technical
colleges.

Brief Description: Expanding tuition waiversfor high school completers at community and
technical colleges.

Sponsors. Senators Boehnke, Slatter, Hasegawa, Nobles, Ramos and Valdez; by request of
State Board for Community and Technical Colleges.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Higher Education & Workforce Development: 2/06/25, 2/10/25
[DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

 Eliminates the requirement that a student be 19 years of age or older to
be eligible for a High School Completion Program tuition and fee
waiver.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION & WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT

Majority Report: Do pass.

Signed by Senators Nobles, Chair; Hansen, Vice Chair; Warnick, Ranking Member;
Boehnke and Slatter.
Staff: Kellee Gunn (786-7429)

Background: Waiver for High School Completion Programs at Community and Technical
Colleges. Community and technical colleges (CTCs) may waive al or a portion of
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tuition, and services and activities (S& A) fees for resident students 19 years of age or older
who are enrolled in aHigh School Completion Program.

CTCs may also waive all or a portion of the difference between resident tuition and non-
resident tuition for non-resident students enrolled in a High School Completion Program.

The waiver isonly for courses which lead to a high school diplomaor certificate.

Summary of Bill: The requirement that a student in a High School Completion Program be
19 years of age or older to qualify for atuition and fee waiver is eliminated.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Forcethat includes L egislative members. No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: PRO: CTCs can transform lives. Students lives
have been lifted through the opportunities at CTCs. This bill removes an arbitrary barrier.
Getting a high school diploma is important. In my decade teaching at a CTC, | realize the
importance of this. The CTCsreally help lift up the community.

Thisis arevenue neutral bill.

In July of 2023, the board of trustees approved a tuition waiver for my school for high
school completers. This allows students to work on their high school diploma while also
working on their associates degree. This waiver has redly helped enrollment and
persistence. Thiswould ensure all €igible students access the waiver.

| dropped out of high school 43 years ago. And | have had that regret ever since. This
program gave me the foundation to do that and am now halfway through my associates
degree.

Persons Testifying: PRO: Senator Matt Boehnke, Prime Sponsor; Troy Goracke,
Washington State Board for Community and Technical Colleges; Sarah Stiffler, Spokane
Community College; Rick Anderson.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: No one.
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