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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Establishing shared streets.
Sponsors. Senators Alvarado, Liias, Frame, Nobles, Pedersen, Saldafia and Shewmake.

Senate Committee on Transportation
House Committee on Transportation

Background: Under current law, various provisions exist governing when, and under what
circumstance, pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicular traffic may operate together on public
highways. For example, where sidewalks are not provided or are inaccessible, pedestrians
may walk on the highway facing traffic, either on the shoulder or as near asis practicable to
the outside edge of the roadway. When walking along the roadway, pedestrians must
exercise due care to avoid colliding with any vehicle upon the roadway. And when a
vehicle is overtaking and passing a pedestrian or bicyclist, the driver must move into a left
lane in the direction of travel or, if on a roadway with only one lane in the direction of
travel, pass at a safe distance to avoid contact or move completely into the lane for traffic
moving in the opposite direction when it is safe to do so.

Pedestrians are restricted in certain circumstances to where they may cross roadways and
must yield to all vehicles when not crossing in acrosswalk. Bicyclists are subject to certain
operating requirements when cycling upon a roadway, for example riding as near to the
right side as is safe or as near to the left side as is safe, depending on the configuration of
the roadway.

The following maximum speed limits are set in statute as a default, unless a special hazard
exists that requires lower speed:

e 25 miles per hour on city and town streets;

» 50 miles per hour on county roads; and

» 60 miles per hour on state highways.

Local authorities may increase or decrease maximum speed limits after first conducting an
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engineering and traffic investigation finding that the maximum speed is greater or less than
is reasonable and safe under the conditions upon a highway. Local authorities may
establish a maximum speed limit of 20 miles per hour on a nonarterial highway without
conducting an engineering and traffic investigation if procedures to that effect exist.

Summary: Cities may designate any nonarterial highway that is not a state highway to be a
shared street. Nonarteria state highways that are the primary roads through a centra
business district may be designated as shared streets. A shared street is a city street where
pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicular traffic share a portion or all of the same street. Cities
may establish a maximum speed limit of 10 miles per hour on a shared street.

A city that designates a shared street must post an annual report that includes information
on traffic accidents, the number of speeding violations, and the number of driving under the
influence violations that occurred on the shared street.

The following traffic provisions do not apply on a shared street:
* the conditions and limitations regarding pedestrians walking on roadwayss,
* the rules governing vehicles overtaking and passing pedestrians and bicyclists;
* therules governing pedestrians crossing roadways; and
* certain operating requirements when cycling upon aroadway.

Voteson Final Passage:
Senate 45 4
House 64 32 (Houseamended)
Senate 31 18 (Senate concurred)

Effective: July 27, 2025

Senate Bill Report -2- ESB 5595



